COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


I 



HEARINGS 


BEFORE THE 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 


E.S. HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES 

NINETY-FIFTH CONGEESS 

FIRST SESSION.. 


Bisisstlti 


MARCH 9, 11, 16, AND 23, 1977 


Printed for the 


of the Select Committee on Assassinations 


tr.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


86-432 


WASHINGTON 


COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


•WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 1977 

U.S. House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 

Washington , D.O. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 :20 a.m., m room 210, 
Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes (chairman of the 
select committee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Stokes (chairman of the select commit- 
tee), Devine, Preyer, Anderson, Fauntroy, McKinney, Burke, Thone, 
Dodd, and Fithian. 

Also present : Alvin B. Lewis Jr., special counsel ; Gerald Hamil- 
ton, deputy chief researcher/Martin Luther King investigation ; J ac- 
queline Hess, deputy chief researcher/John F. Kennedy investigation ; 
Edward M. Evans, deputy chief investigator/MLK ; Robert Lehner, 
deputy chief counsel/MLK ; Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel and di- 
rector; Robert Tanenbaum, deputy chief counsel/ JFK; Clifford A. 
Fenton, Jr., deputy chief investigator/ JFK ; Thomas M. Gannon, staff 
counsel/MLIv; Terry M. Lazin, staff counsel/MLK; Burton Chardak,. 
public information officer ; Thomas Howarth, budget officer ; Laura M. 
Holt, staff counsel/MLK ; Sheila J. Lee, staff counsel/MLK ; Cornish 
F. Hitchcock, staff counsel/MLK ; Stephen Fallis, deputy chief coun- 
sel ; Patricia Orr, special assistant to the chief counsel and director ;: 
Rebecca Martin, chief clerk; Vivian McPherson, executive assistant; 
Ann L. Strickland, secretary/MLK ; Francis J. Kelly, director of se- 
curity ; Robert C. Morrison, assistant to the director of security ; Gene 
R. Johnson, assistant deputy chief counsel/MLK; and Jeremy R. 
Akers, staff counsel/MLK. 

Mr. Stokes. At this time we will call the committee to order. 

The first order of business will be the reconstitution of the subcom- 
mittees of this committee. That is, the Kennedy and Kin g Subcom- 
mittees. 

At this time the Chair would like to appoint the distinguished gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, Judge Richardson Prever, as the chair- 
man of the Kennedy Subcommittee, with the following membership 
on that subcommittee: The Congresswoman from California, Mrs. 
Burke: the gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. Dodd; the gentleman 
from Illinois, Mr, Anderson; the gentleman from Nebraska, Mr. 
Thone. The Chair and the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Devine, will be 
ex officio members of this subcommittee. 

I would like to appoint as chairman of the King Subcommittee the 
distinguished gentleman from the District of Columbia, Mr. Faunt- 
roy; the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. Fithian; the gentleman from 
(l) 
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Tennessee, Mr. Ford; the gentleman from Connecticut, Mr. McKin- 
ney. And the Chair and Mr. Devine will also be ex officio members of 
that subcommittee. 

Does that meet with the approval of all members of the committee ? 

Mr. Thane f 

Mr. Tiione. Mr. Chairman, it is my understanding that any member 
of the committee can attend any of the other meetings as they wish. 

Mr. Stokes. My understanding is that under the rules each member 
has the right to attend any of the subcommittee meetings, and we 
would make it a part of the practice of the committee that each mem- 
ber would be informed of all of the meetings of all subcommittees so 
that they might exercise that privilege. 

Mr. Thone. And that is both here in the District of Columbia or 
anywhere else. 

Mr. Stokes. That is correct. 

Mr. Tiione. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Stokes. Is there any further discussion on this matter? 

[No x'esponse.] 

Mr. Stokes. At a previous meeting, the acting chairman, the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, Mr. Preyer, had appointed me as task force 
chairman on the budget to meet and submit a budget to this committee. 
I would at this time like to remove myself from the chairmanship of 
that task force and I have asked the gentleman from North Carolina, 
Mr. Preyer, if he would assume the chairmanship of that task force, 
with the committee membership remaining the same. 

So at this time I would like to appoint the gentleman from North 
Carolina to that position and hope he will accept it. 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I would be glad to try to 
fill your shoes. 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you very much. We are glad to have your service 
in that x-espect. 

Those matters being taken care of, we would like to turn to the 
matter of the briefing of the committee with reference to the progress 
of the investigatioxx by the staff on both the Kennedy axxd the King 
matters. 

I would at this time ask counsel for the committee if he woxxld give 
us soxxxe idea of the natxxre of the briefing to be givexx this morning 
so that the committee might determiixe whether to remain in open ox- 
closed session. 

Mr. Spragtje. Mr. Chairman, we intend to present in detail the full 
extexxt of information that we have obtained to date with regard to 
the names of witxxesses who, in some instances, we have been told, have 
certaixx information. In other instaxices, witnesses, whom we have 
made some contact with and who have advised us directly that they 
have information in each of the two assassinations that would be rele- 
vant iix the ixxvestigation. 

In just about each ixxstance we have been unable to do what I would 
consider a thorough check with regard to the information that we are 
advised of, or the direct information furnished us by the witness, to 
ascertain whether it is yet corroborated or whether it is disproved. 

The sum total of the information in each of the two investigations 
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that we would be presenting to this committee would be in the nature 
of evidence indicating that others may have had knowledge or partici- 
pated in arranging for the assassination of Dr. King and the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy, information that would indicate that 
there was some prior knowledge on the part of some individuals of 
that assassination prior to it occurring. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. Devine? 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Sprague, I recognize that you and the staff have been some- 
what under wraps or unable to pursue the leads that have developed. 
You have been unable to determine the credibility of these prospective 
witnesses. 

However, are you in a position to at least suggest to this committee 
at this time that information that is allegedly available through these 
sources will be information that is new in nature and not a rehash of 
matters that have been developed in the Warren Commission report, 
and in the Senate committee ? 

Does this go in the direction of what appears to be new information 
about new persons involved in both cases ? 

Mr. Sprague. The information would be new ; in some instances, 
additional information, in other instances, some of it would be infor- 
mation that, as far as we are advised, had previously been available 
but was not presented to the Warren Commission. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you. 

Mr. Anderson. Mr. Chairman? 

Kir. Stokes. Yes, Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Anderson. If I could just ask a question following the question 
propounded by Mr. Devine. 

Would I be correct in my understanding, then, that the prospective 
witnesses to which you refer have never publicly testified and appeared 
before either the Warren Commission or in connection with the court 
proceedings that involved James Earl Kay? 

Mr. Sprague. That is correct. 

Mr. Stokes. One thing else, Mr. Sprague. In terms of the investiga- 
torv information that would be coming to us, can you give us some 
understanding with reference to whether you are now in a position 
as a result of the action taken by the Speaker yesterday to begin vour 
investigative work, again, insofar as some of the matters in which 
you have been hampered or hindered? 

Can vou speak to that 2 

Mr. Sprague. Yes, Mr. Chairman. As a result of the action taken 
yesterday and the action bv this committee, we now are in a position 
after this briefing to be asking for the authorization to have certain 
subpenas issued. We are in a position now to resume our investiga- 
tion and we are in a position to dispatch people after this briefing 
upon authorization by the committee for the purpose of now inter- 
viewing numbers of the witnesses to which I have just made general 
reference, and we are in a position to see whether or not we can develop 
corroborative evidence or whether the evidence disproves what they are 
saying. 
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Mr. Stokes. Are there other members of the committee who have 
questions ? . 

Mr. Fauxtroy. Mr. Chairman, I have no questions. But m light 
of the reported nature of the briefing, at the appropriate time I should 
like to offer a motion that we go into executive session and receive 
that information. 

Mr. Stokes. If there are no further questions from any members 
of the committee, the Chair at this time would entertain such a motion. 

[Ho response.] 

Mr. Fauxtroy. Mr. Chairman, I so move. 

Mrs. Burke. I second it. 

Mr. Stokes. You have heard the motion. Is there a desire to have 
a rollcall ? 

Mr. Thoxe. Yes; there is, Mr. Chairman, for the record. 

Mr. Stokes. A member of the committee has requested a rollcall 
and it will be done. 

I am reminded by the gentleman from Ohio that it is required under 
the rule. 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Stokes? 

Mr. Stokes. Aye. 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Devine ? 

Mr. Devixe. Aye. 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Preyer ? 

Mr. Preyer. Aye. 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Anderson? 

Mr. Axdersox. Aye. 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Fauntroy? 

Mr. Fauxtroy. Aye. ' 

Ms. Martix. Mr. McKinney ? 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martix. Mrs. Burke? 

Mrs. Burke. Aye. 

Ms. Martix - . Mr. Thone? 

Mr. Thoxe. No. 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Dodd ? 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Ford? 

. Mr. Ford. No. 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Fithian? ' 

Mr. Fithiax. Aye. 

Mr. Stokes. Mr. McKinney, the gentleman from Connecticut has 
arrived. There is a motion before the committee to go into executive 
session. 

Mr. McKixxey. I request to be recorded aye. 

Mr. Stokes. The gentleman requests to be recorded aye. " 

Ms. Martix. Mr. Chairman, the vote is eight aye, two nay. 

Mr. Stokes. The committee having voted to go into executive session 
at this time, we would request that the public and the press leave the 
room. 

We will recess for 5 to 10 minutes until the equipment can be re- 
moved from the room. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 1977 

House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassination, 

Washington, D.G. 

The Select Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 3:20 p.m. in 
room 2318, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes (chair- 
man of the committee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Stokes, Preyer, Fauntroy, Fithian, Edgar, 
McKinney, and Thone. 

The Chairman. The committee will come to order at this time. 

The first order of business is to recognize the newest member of the 
Select Committee on Assassinations, Mr. Robert Edgar of Pennsyl- 
vania, who replaces the former chairman of this committee. Wel- 
come, Mr. Edgar. We are proud to have you on this panel. 

• Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I look forward to serv- 
ing on the committee. 

The Chairman. At this time, I yield to the distinguished gentleman 
from the District of Columbia who has a personal request to put before 
the committee in his capacity as the chairman of the Subcommittee on 
the King Association. Dr. F auntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Subcommittee on the King Assassination does wish to place be- 
fore the committee, and insert into the record at this point, three pieces 
of correspondence from James Earl Ray, the first dated January 10, 
the .second dated February 24, and the third a waiver of the attorney- 
client privilege communication rule, with respect to his attorney at law, 
Mr. Percy Foreman. At this time I request that the clerk on behalf of 
the subcommittee, will read this into the record. 

The Chairman. OK. Without objection, we will request at this time 
that the clerk read into the record correspondence from James Earl 
Ray in the order in which it was presented by Chairman Fauntroy. 

Ms. Martin. A letter addressed to Mr. Richard A. Sprague, Chief 
Counsel, Select Committee, U.S. House of Representatives, Washing- 
ton, D.C., dated January 10, 1977. 

(5) 
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'Pnrs^j < Mmmtnxn ^enifeirftarg 

circs, ©cmtcssee 37S45 


20515. 


jour letter dated 31 December 1977, 
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December 26, 1976. 

Re book review. 

Anthony Lewis, 

Columnist, 

New YorJc Times. 

Dear Goody Two-Shoes : Some time ago I received a copy of the review you 
did on your New York Times fellow, George McMillian’s, published novel titled 
“The Making of an Assassin”. And all of it’s “brilliant revelations”. It would 
appear that one of the most heretofore significant long suppressed (a Nixon 
conspiracy?) revelation’s by McMillian was that yours truly, while in the 
Missouri big house, used to rant and rave when Dr. King appeared on the 
tube shouting and sobbing, “somebody’s gotta get him” “somebody’s gotta get 
him”. Now I didn’t read ol’ Mac’s novel (just the Time mag. article) I guess 
he also has me devouring the proverbial carpet, etc. etc. Anthony, when Mac 
was spoon feeding you all these turkey droppings as revelations did he also 
tell you that TV’s were not permitted in the Missouri penitentiary during my 
entire sejourn therein? Or, that he never interviewed one of his Star witnesses, 
Walter Rife, but rather plagiarized the fictionalized quotes attributed to Rife 
bv, Clay Blair, another novelist, and that Rife wrote McMillian a letter calling 
him a liar? I suspect McMillian did inform you of all this along with the other 
cabalist forces with a vested interest in seeing that there is never a public 

tr It is also^noticeable that the rest of the prestigious press, Newsweek, Time 
Inc., etc., have all fallen into lock-step in laboring to boost the McMillian 
government novel and in the process attempting to forestall a jury trial m tne 
case by influencing or intimidating courts who may consider the case. Apparently 
all that wallowing in self-righteous about due process,, and full disclosure 
was it AVatergate?— is now old hat with the elite. . „„„ 

One of those apparently aspiring for the elite status, the novelist/CIA stodge, 
Jeremiah O’learv, who wrote an RBI handout for the government m the King 
case published in the Sept. 1968 issue of Readers Digest, now says the _ con- 
gressional select committee investigating the case should relie on the McMillian 
novel as to mv background and culpability therein. I would agree that McMillian 
should not his novel, be a witness under oath before the committee ; and that 
the committee also look into McMillian’s professional and personal background 
to determine his literary motives and interest in the King case, e.g., his Justice 
Department connections, his history of living off of affluent women, his affinity 
for men’s lounges, the latter an avocation which O’Leary may not find so un- 
pleasurable as lie and Mac does my habitats. 

For some reason I suspect what has got the cabalist o 


a lather is 


to those who may have been culpable in Dr. King i, ... , 

This was during the period the government, accompanied by amens and hallelu- 
jahs from the press, was attempting to transfer me to the federal lunatic asjlum 

M Lfcmmlushmf'l^m Certain that you could not be dumb or gullible enough 
cunning yes, to be taken in by Mac’s literary incompetence as evidenced by his 
dragging Sigmund in by his lubricious beard to sanctify _ his (Mac.) case. But 
having to assume legally that you do consider McMillian s novel the last word 
on the case I’ll herein issue collectively to you and the above referied to liteiati 
an invitation to consider carrying your prissy asses before the select committee, 
and I shall do likewise with my midwest tobacco-road one, and we shall let 
under oath tetimony determine the facts. 

Sincerely ’ JAMES E. RAY, NO. 65477, 

P.O. Box 73, Petros, Term. 

Note. — Attached is clipping re my big money in Jeff. City Pen. Please consider 
this letter a tentative notice under T.C.A. libel statute, 23-2605. 

♦Above letter was attached to Jan. 10 letter (p. 6) and was admitted into evidence, but 

The Chairman. Does that letter contain the purported signature 
of someone % 

Ms. Martin. Yes; it does. 

The Chairman. Would you tell us whose name it is ? 

Ms. Martin. James E. Ray. 



8 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Yes. 

Mr. Sprague. I assume you just want the correspondence to read 

•or do you want the attached letter 

Sir. Fauntroy. No. You need not read the attached letter. 

The Chairman. No. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Proceed. 

The Chairman. The correspondence from Mr. Eay ? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Eay. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Ms. Martin. On February 24, 1977, letter to Mr. Eichard Sprague, 
■chief counsel, select committee, 3341 House Office Building, Annex 2, 
Washington, D.C. 20514. 


research urit-mlk 

CONTROL COPY ' 

V.ri Richard A. Sprague February -24,' 1977 
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And there follows Ms written signature. 

The Chairman. All right. • 

We will now proceed to the third piece of correspondence. • 

Ms. Martin. “Select Committee on Assassinations, U.S. House o± 
Representatives, 3341 House Office Building, Annex 2, Washington; 
D.C. 20515. 


In Re: Ray (def ) V. Tenn. Cr. Indictment No. 16645 Shelby County, Tennessee 
(1968. Waiver. 

State of Tennessee, 

County of Morgan, ss: 

I, James E. Ray, the above named defendant being duly sworn, depose as 
follows : 

1. I hereby waive the Attorney-Client privilege communication rule in respect 
to the below-listed attorney-at-law in his legal representative of me, under the 
above-captioned criminal indictment. Said waiver being the apparent wish ox 
the above-captioned Committee and for the Committee’s exclusive use. 

The attorney being : Mr. Percy Foreman, 804 South Coast Building, Houston, 

jG 2 a fn re: Said Percy Foreman, the foregoing waiver does not in any manner 
impiv that I will agree with any testimony Foreman may offer the committee, 
particularly when considering that Attorney Foreman has testified uncier oath 
( below 7 deposition pp. 78, 79) that he gave his entire file in the aforementioned 
indictment to the law firm of Hooker, Dodson, Harris & Aden, 900 Aashville 
City Bank Building, Nashville, Tennessee 37201, and that the said firm los„ the 

Ca I? ^addition, I would also disassociate myself from any testimony Percy 
Foreman may offer the Committee regarding any individuals or organizations 
that he previously alluded to. See Ray vs. Rose, 392 F. Supp. 601 (W.D. Tenn. 
1975) pp. 155 through 158, Percy Foreman deposition testimony. 

4 Lastly said waiver is not meant to imply or be a relinquishment of any 
legitimate complaint that I or counsel representing me may in the future in- 
stitute against said Percy Foreman in State or Federal Court. 

James E., Ray, 

P.O.Box 13, Petros Tenn. 37845. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of March, 1977 Notary 
Public Johnny Ray Johnson, My Commission expires 1-12-80. "cc/Jack Kershaw, 
Def. Counsel.”. 


The Chairman. Does that complete the reading of the correspond- 
ence we have received from Mr. Rav ? 

Ms. Martin. Yes, it does. 

The Chairman. The correspondence may now be entered as a part 
of the record and at this time I yield further to Chairman Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, I understand that, pursuant to a 
subpoena requested of this committee and granted and sent, that we 
have before us today witnesses from Memphis, Tenn., together with 
the materials to be presented, and I ask that we now do that, receive 
that material and the witnesses. 

The Chairman. First, do we have here the subpenas that were 
issued?. , , , 

Mr. Lewis. Mr. Chairman, I can respond that I served personally 
J. A. Blackwell, chief clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, 
Tenn., with two subpenas to bring with him today all the physical 
evidence, files, documents, exhibits, correspondence, sketches, photo- 
graphs, transcripts and evidence relating to the death of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and any investigation, prosecution, judicial pro- 
ceeding or past conviction proceeding concerning James Earl Ray; 
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ancl in addition, a subpena for the rifle, cartridge casing, and bullet 
relating to the death of Dr. Martin Luther King. The return has been 
sicmed by the witness, Mr. Blackwell. He is present m this room 
For the record, I am Alvin B. Lewis, Jr., special counsel for the 
committee. , , _ 

The Chairman. OK. Thank you, Mr. Lewis. . 

Mr. Blackwell, would you identify yourself for the record, sir. 

STATEMENT 0E J. A. BLACKWELL, CKIMINAL COUNT CLERK, 
MEMPHIS, TENN., ACCOMPANIED BY CHARLES KOSTER, DEPUTY 
CLERK 

Blackwell. I am J. A. Blackwell, criminal court clerk, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

The Chairman. All right. 

How long, sir, have you held that office ? 

Mr. Blackwell. I am in my 25th year as criminal court clerk. 
The Chairman. And is anyone accompanying you here today? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes; my deputy clerk, Charles Koster, who was 
the deputy clerk serving in division 3 when this case was terminated 
in 1969. 

The Chairman. I see. Is he present at the table with you ? . 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes; he is present at the table, sitting at my right- 
hand side [indicating]. . ' . , 

The Chairman. And are you here, sir, pursuant to a legal process? 
Mr. Blackwell. Yes, sir, I am. . , 

The Chairman. All right. Would you tell us what that authority is ? 
Mr. Blackwell. The authority of yesterday afternoon, around 
3pm I received a subpena in Memphis, and along with the subpena, 
the order of my Criminal Court Judge William H. Williams, judge 
of division 3 of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, who has had 
full control and authority over the evidence, issued to me an order to 
come along with this subpena up here to Washington and to bring the 
physical evidence. , . , 

The Chairman. And do you have with you the court’s order to which 
you referred ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes, sir, I do. 

The Chairman. Would you pass that to the clerk so that we might 
have it read into the record at this time. 

Ms. Martin [reading] : 

In the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee. 

In Re James Earl Ray. 

Okdeb 

The Clerk of the Criminal Court of Shelby County. . _ . . 

You are hereby ordered to take all evidence committed to your custody by order 
of this court dated March 10, 1969 in regard to the above-captioned case, and 
tramnort said and sundry evidence to Washington. D.C. under proper security 
arrangements You will personally turn said evidence over to a properly- 
desisifated representative of the House Select Committee on Assassinations. You 
wiUtake a written receipt from said representative and stand by until such time 
as the committee finishes its examination of said evidence and return said 
evidence into your custody and control. Upon receipt of the evidence, you will 
rerim all evidence to the Criminal Court, Shelby County, Tenm and preserve the 
evidence pending further order of the court. This 10th day of March, 197 <. 

.Tttdge William H. Willlams. 
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The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. Blackwell, do you have any other records with you ? . 

Mr. Blackwell. I do have. 

The Chairman. Would you tell us what they are, sir? 

Mr. Blackwell. I first have the case in No. 16645 of which we have 
authenticated under the State certification. It consists of some 310 
pages. 

That has been authenticated under the Acts of Congress, too, as 
certificated, and it consists of all of the petitions, the orders and actual 
guilty plea that was entered in the case. 

The stipulations and so forth as to evidence that was entered and 
then any other petitions and orders as the case progressed along the 
line there. 

It is a full copy of the case. 

The Chairman. And do you now have that to turn over to the 
committee ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes; I do have that prepared and ready to turn 
over to the committee. 

The Chairman. All right, would you pas that dowm to the clerk, 
and without objection, it is entered into the record at this point. 

The Chairman. Mr. Blackwell, do you have further court records? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes, sir, I have. 

I have the original copy of the order that was entered by the late 
W. Preston Battle, the judge of the division 3. That was entered on 
the 13th day of March, 1969, in which the order reads as follows : 

In the course of the presentation of testimony and stipulations during the 
plea of guilty in the above-styled cause, certain items of physical evidence were 
Introduced by the State as itemized and listed on the attached three-page docu- 
ment, designated exhibit 1. It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed that 
the exhibits referred to, exhibit IS and the same are hereby declared to be the 
official exhibits in this cause and the clerk of this court is hereby ordered to retain 
and safely keep said exhibits pending further orders of this court. 

Entered this 13th day of March, 1969, to be entered nunc pro tunc on the 10th 
day of March, 1969. 

Signed W. Pbeston Battle, 

Judge of Division S. 

The Chairman. All right, then, are you prepared to submit that 
document to the committee? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes ; I do have that copy, yes. 

The Chairman. Would you pass it to the clerk? Without objection 
it will be entered as part of the record. 

Mr. Blackwell. Attached to that order, Your Honor, there was a 
stipulated copy of the evidence that was introduced at that time. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Do 3 *ou have that document? 

Mrs. Blackwell. Yes; it was attached to the order that I passed 
down. 

The Chairman. All right, without objection the entire document 
will be entered into the record. 

Now. sir, do you have additional court- records ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes; I have additional court records that consist 
of orders or then the proper notations or proper service that has been 
given when the court would issue an order to allow the proper authori- 
ties to check any one of these items that had been petitioned for and 
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the court saw that it was proper that that item should be checked 
"Nowfthkwas all done in the care of my office, in my presence, in 

my immediate office. It has never left the office, itself. 

•v /nf-Tno-r- -nrm’ds the items were examined within the oltice ana at no 
time ha^it Tver left that^ffice, in the county of Shelby, Tenn It is a 
lengthy list. I will be glad to read it into the record to you but I am 
or snared to give this or to submit it at this time. , 

P The Chairman. All right, are you prepared to turn that over to the 
committee at this time? 

The Ch\™n L 'a 11 right, if you will pass it to the clerk and, with- 
out objection, it will be made a part of the ™c°rd at *is pmnt 
The Chairman. You may proceed if you have, furtnei roeoids. 

Mr Blackwell. I have in my possession here a copy of a letter from 
James Earl Rav that was dated December 9, 1969, at which time he 
was seeking additional letters or copies of transcripts, and so forth. 

I have that in which an answer that was prepared by my office at- 
tached to the letter. I am prepared to turn that over as evidence. 

The Chairman. All right, if you will pass that along to the Clerk, 
and without objection, it will be entered into and made a part of the 

re Mr d Blackwell. I also have a letter from a Mr. Bernard Fenster- 
■wald, Jr., dated June 30, 1970. seeking access to the physical evidence 
in the case, in the Ray case down there ; and also the reply back as 
to what it would require in order for that to be done. This is all the 
correspondence that took place in that case. 

The Chairman. 1ST ow, are you prepared to 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes, I am prepared. 

The Chairman. I am sorry; go ahead. . . 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes; I am prepared to turn this over because it is 

al Thc CnAr^AN. All right, if you will pass that on to the clerk then 
without objection, it will be made a part o± the record at this point. 

Mr Blackwell. I have an additional letter from James Earl Ray. 
This was dated back October 14. 1971, requesting additional informa- 
tion concerning stipulations and certain orders that were entered m 
the case We also have the correspondence attached to it m which we 
answered him and a receipt where certain of this correspondence or 
these orders or stipulations were, turned over to him and the attorney 
reoresenting him at that time. • . 

I am prepared to submit that to your committee now. _ 

The Chairman. All right, Mr. Blackwell, if you will pass that 
along to the clerk, without objection,, it will be entered into the record 

at Mr. S Blackwell. There is also a. letter here, of November 23, 1974, 
from a Mr. James Lesar, attorney here in Washington, and he was 
also requesting information in reference to certain evidence, or cer- 
tain orders, and so forth, and I do have the attached letter of the cor- 
respondence that was returned to him at the time. _ 

The Chairman. All right, are you prepared to submit that to tne 
committee at this time? 
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Mr. Blackwell. I am ; yes. 

The Chairman. All right, pass that to the clerk and without ob- 
jection, it will be entered into the record at this point. 

Mr. Blackwell. Now, I have here a discovery order pertaining to 
the Clerk of Criminal Court of Shelby County that was issued in the 
TI.S. District Court for the Western District of Tennessee, Western 
Division, on the 22d day of August, 1974, signed by Hon. Robert Mc- 
Rae, TJ.S. district judge in that district. And which requested that 
certain evidence or' certain documents be produced for an in-camera 
inspection by his court. And these were documents or evidence that 
were found on Judge Battle’s desk the night of his death, at which time 
I was called in by the other judges, the Attorney General, the sheriff, 
and those around to personally remove from his desk all of the evidence 
involving not only this case, but any other case that he had pending 
at that time. And there is a signed receipt here of such evidence that 
was turned over to the U.S. district judge’s secretary at that time, based 
on this order. 

The Chairman. Are you prepared to submit that ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes, I am prepared to submit that. 

Now, this evidence at the present time is still in the custody of the 
secretary there to the judge down there. It was used in the recent post- 
conviction habeas corpus that was held in the Federal court there. 

The Chairman. Is there full itemization of that evidence in that 
document ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes, it is. 

The Chairman. All right, if you will submit that to the Clerk, it will 
be, without objection, made a part of the record at this point. 

Mr. Blackwell. I also have a letter dated September 11, 1974, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Fensterwald, Mr. Lesar, Mr. Livingston, and Hon. 
Henry Haile, assistant attorney for the attorney general, Nashville, 
Tenn., in reference to this same evidence that Judge McRae wrote to 
these gentlemen and which he said that 

Mr. J. Blackwell, Criminal Court Clerk, Tennessee, has delivered to my office a 
box of papers which was found in the office of the Honorable Preston Battle, 
after his death and in order to minimize the inventory, Mr. Blackwell and his 
personnel — X am turning these items over to our Clerk where they will be avail- 
able for inspection and copying. Of course, ultimately we expect to turn them back 
to Mr. Blackwell for safekeeping.” 

This was signed by Judge McCrae December 11, 1974. That is to 
support the other letter that we just turned in. 

The Chairman. All right, Mr. Blackwell, if you will submit that to 
the Clerk, without objection, it will be entered into the record. 

Mr. Blackwell. This is a copy of a letter dated September 17, 1974 
to Mr. Lesar that was written by Hon. Hugh W. Spent, Jr., the present 
attorney general in Shelby County in which he was requesting certain 
of this evidence and a copy of this order by Judge McRae was attached 
to it and forwarded on to him and with the answer to the correspond- 
ence. 

The Chairman. Are you prepared to submit that document to the 
committee ? 

Mr. Blackwell. I am. 

The Chairman. Will you pass it to the clerk? Without objection, 
it will be entered into the record. 
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Mr. Blackwell. Then I have two subpenas here that were, issued hy 
the. Western District. Federal Court for the Western Division in Ten- 
nessee there pertaining to the records in the Janies Karl Ray post con- 
viction Federal hearing that was held in the city in 1974 or there- 
abouts. 

The Chairman. Are you prepared to submit that to the committee at 
this time? 

Mr. Blackwell. T am. 

The Chairman. If you will pass it to the Clerk, it will be entered 
into the record without objection at this point. 

Mr. Blackwell. How. I have a piece of correspondence that was 
the response of James Earl Ray’s attorney to the petition of C.B.S. 
Inc. for an order authorizing the inspection by scientific examination 
of certain exhibits entered into evidence in the case on MarchlO, 19(19. 

How. I received this as just a matter of receiving a copy. This was 
a matter that was heard in another court but this was received in our 
file at that time and this is just a copy that I am prepared to turn over 
for the record. 

The Chairman. OK, if you will pass that to the Clerk, then without 
objection, it will be entered into the record. 

Mr. Blackwell. How, I have what consists of requests and then 
notations made on them by certain out-of-town individuals for certain 
in-town individuals who would come in and request to view the actual 
files, that is, not the physical evidence, but the files of the case, itself, 
which we have kept under control, and I do have the records as to 
•the dates, the times and who the individuals were that requested to 
review these, whether they did review them and so forth, and then also 
as to their names, addresses, and who they represented. 

This was done in the clerk’s office under the constant presence of 
myself or a deputy clerk who was present when these files were viewed 
by these people. 

The Chairman. I suppose at no time did the files leave the physical 
possession of either you or your duly-authorized deputy? 

Mr. Blackwell. Ho ; at no time. 

The Chairman. All right. Are you prepared to submit those docu- 
ments at this time ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes. 

The Chairman. Without objection, they will be entered into the 
record. 

Mr. Blackwell. And then I have an exemplified certification here 
of the material witness, a Mr. Charles Quitman Stephens, the warrant, 
the affidavits, the fact that was issued and the order appointing the 
public defender and so forth for representation back at the original 
time when this material witness was taken into custody and then the 
order giving him his release and so forth and I am prepared at this 
time to turn this over to the committee under an exemplified copy of a 
certification. 

The Chairman. All right, now if you will pass that to the Clerk, 
without objection, it will lie entered into the record at this point. 

Mr. Blackwell. That completes the correspondence I have. 

The Chairman. Does this complete the correspondence, and the 
court records section of material for which you were subpenaed ? 
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Mr. Blackwell. Yes, sir, that is correct. 

The Chairman. All right, sir. 

Now, do you have with you, pursuant to subpena, other materials or 
records bearing evidence? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes; we do have the actual physical evidence that 
has been accumulated, or was accumulated at that time. And the evi- 
dence that has been held under court order, including up to this date. 

The Chairman. And for the record, can you tell us when you first 
received the physical evidence? 

Mr. Blackwell. On about the time the order was issued by Judge 
Battle, March 10, 1969. On or about that date, I can — I did receive 
that evidence, along with an inventory. I received that evidence from 
the Attorney General’s office. The evidence was received in these same 
boxes that you see here on the table today. They were wrapped in 
brown wrapping paper. These boxes were not opened until there was a 
court order authorizing or directing that they be opened, and they 
were so opened and the evidence was inspected by the authorized 
person on that order in the presence of myself or an authorized deputy 
in the clerk’s office, itself. It never left the clerk’s office, itself. 

The Chairman. Do I understand that the physical evidence which 
you have with you today has never been outside of your custody ? 

Mr. Blackwell. That is correct. 

The Chairman. Now, can you describe for us where these records, 
where this evidence has been held ? 

Mr. Blackwell. This evidence has been held in a fireproof vault, I 
imagine the measurements are somewhere around a foot to 18 inches 
of concrete, concrete blocks and so forth with a double steel door, and 
it is accessible to two deputies and myself. 

I have an office staff of 48 deputies, and it is accessible to them. Those 
are the only ones that have access to this vault, other than myself. It is a 
fireproof, waterproof vault. Of course, temperature-wise, it is kept at 
the same temperature as our office, itself. 

The Chairman. What type of packaging has been utilized for this 
evidence ? 

Mr. Blackwell. The packaging has been the boxes that you see 
here plus it was wrapped in the brown wrapping paper and sealed 
over with sealing tape. Now the articles inside of them are still in 
the same original plastic packages they were in when tested or exam- 
ined by the Bureau at the very beginning of the time. 

And in the original packages and so forth that we received at that 
time. 

The Chairman. Mr. Blackwell, you have mentioned earlier that, on 
occasions pursuant to court order that the records have been available 
to someone else ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes. 

The Chairman. For examination. 

Do you have with you a record relating to any such occasions when 
the evidence has been examined by anyone ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes; I do have. 

I passed that copy down just a moment ago. It was an accumulated 
copy there of several pages but I have that and will be glad to refer 
to it. 
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The Chairman. That then is a part of a document we have already 
introduced. 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes. 

The Chairman. Has this evidence ever been exhibited at any of the 
postconviction hearings ? 

Mr. Blackwell. It has not been exhibited. The postconviction hear- 
ing that was held in the Federal court, we did receive a court order 
to allow a microscopic examination and pliotostatic examination of the 
windowsill, at which time that was done in my office in my presence at 
which the representatives from both sides involved and the individual 
persons were brought in from out of the State. I have his name on 
that list that I j ust turned over. 

But those examinations were done in the office and they were never 
taken over to the other court building. The only thing that ever went 
over there was those items that were found on the desk of the deceased 
judge that night in which they are still over there. Those are just his 
personal items at that time. 

The Chairman. And has this evidence prior to this date, any of it, 
ever left your custody or the jurisdiction in which you hold office ? 

Mr. Blackwell. It has not. 

The Chairman. On the death of Judge Battle, can you tell us what 
he did with the personal items and Federal court proceedings with ref- 
erence to Mrs. Battle ? 

Mr. Blackwell. You mean his own personal items that were found 
in his office ? 

The Chairman. Yes ; were personal items found in his office? 

Mr. Blackwell. All right. The night that Judge Battle died, I was 
called and I went in, went into his office in the presence of 12, 13, per- 
haps, individuals .who had assembled there, his fellow judges and the 
sheriff and the Attorney General and investigators, and so forth. 

At that time I inventoried and took each item that was on top of his 
desk and went into each drawer in his desk. As I moved each item and 
inventoried that in the presence of these other gentlemen, and at a 
later time or date — I did not use items that were his personal property 
that did not belong to the Government, that property was turned over 
to Judge Battle’s widow through his daughter and son-in-law. We do 
have a record of that, back at the home. I did not bring that with me 
but those were personal items that were in his chambers, the night of 
his death. 

The Chairman. Was there any person on his staff who was a liaison 
person between the court and his personal estate ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Between the court and, I did not catch that. 

The Chairman. Between the court and his personal estate. 

Mr. Blackwell. His personal estate ? I am not aware of it. I know 
Mr. Koster, my deputy, and myself, met with his daughter and son- 
in-law, then a son-in-law, I forget his name but we did turn these 
items over and we checked them off our inventory list that we took 
out of there that night but I am not aware of what other person was 
there. 

The Chairman. OK. Now, prior to having you inventory this prop- 
erty for us, may we have the gentleman accompanying you identify 
himself ? 
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Mr. Koster. I am Charles Koster, I am a deputy criminal court clerk 
in Memphis, Shelby County, Tenn. 

The Chairman'. I see, and are you here pursuant to a court order ? 

Mr. Koster. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. And is that the court order that has been previously 
referred to and is now part of the record ? 

Mr. Koster. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. And did you accompany Mr. Blackwell to Wash- 
ington, D.C. ? 

Mr. Koster. Yes, sir, I did. 

The Chairman. And the evidence that is now before the committee 
is the evidence you accompanied Mr. Blackwell with from Shelby 
County, Tenn. ? 

Mr. Koster. That is correct. 

Mr. Blackwell. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Yes, Mr. Blackwell. 

Mr. Blackwell. May I add this, Mr. Koster, this morning, along 
with Mr. Lewis and myself, left the office building at 8 o’clock this 
morning and the evidence lias been in constant custody since that 
period of time, when we removed it from the vault. We have had secu- 
rity or custody from the time we left our vault until we boarded the 
airplane at Memphis. From the time that we were on the plane, we 
stayed with it constantly, the three of us. When we arrived here in 
Washington, we were met and had security all the way and we have 
had that same security until we have come into your 'chambers this 
afternoon. And that was one of the purposes of Mr. Koster and me 
traveling together, where at all times, there would be someone with 
the evidence along the way. 

The Chairman. Now, prior to having j-ou inventory these items 
for the committee, let me go back for a moment to the vault conditions. 

Mr. Black-well. Yes. 

The Chairman. And specifically with reference to, I believe a rifle 
that is contained in the evidence, you are about to submit to the 
committee ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes ; there is a rifle. 

The Chairman. And would you tell us what type of rifle ? 

Mr. Blackwell. It purports to be one .30-06 Remington rifle, with a 
telescope sight attached. 

The Chairman. And has this rifle been in your possession since the 
date you made reference to earlier ? 

Mr. Blackwell, Yes, it has been in our constant possession, inside 
the vault. 

The Chairman. Can you tell us what type of care if any has been 
given to the rifle ? 

Mr. Blackwell. There has been no other care except the rifle has 
been kept inside the vault and the conditions of the room there have 
been no audits, it has not been touched for any purpose of caring for it 
or anything. It is like it came to us originally, and it has been in the 
same condition, no care such as cleaning or handling or anything along 
that line. It was just like it was presented to us on or about the 10th of 
March 1969. 
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The Chairman. Since the time it was put in jour physical posses- 
sion. has it at any time been subjected to ballistics tests or tiring? 

Mr. Blackwell. No, no ballistics testing or firing ; no, sir. 

The Chairman. I see. all right. 

At this time, in the manner you would like to inventory it for the 
committee, I am going to ask the committee to come down 'to the table 
where you are, and if you will make the presentation to Mr. Fauntroy 
who is chairman of the King subcommittee, I would appreciate that. 
So at this time the committee will do that. 

Mr. Blackwell. Box 1 is first. It is the white sheet from room 6 at 
14th Street in Atlanta. 

The Chairman. Now, for the record, if you will describe what is 
b“'ng inventoried, we would appreciate it, Mr. Blackwell. 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes. 

All right. That [indicating] is one sheet, one white sheet in room 
6. 14th Street, Atlanta. Ga„ and it is still in, of course, the same paper 
sack that it came in originally. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Go ahead. 

Mr. McKinney. A white sheet. 

Mr. Blackwell. One towel, room 5, 420 South Main Street in 
Memphis. 

Mr. Koster. Here is the Atlanta Constitution Journal Newspaper. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Atlanta newspaper. It came out of room 5. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Is this the newspaper that was in the bag? 

Mr. Blackwell. No ; the one Commercial Appeal Paper was in the 
blue bag. 

Mr. Fauntroy. OK. 

Mr. Koster. We have a scrap of paper of what appears to be an 
advertisement. 

Mr. Blackwell. Is that the one piece of paper named “Jimmv 
Owen, room 6?” 

Mr. Koster. No ; this is a scrap of newspaper. It was oh the shelf 
of the wardrobe, room 6. 

Mr. Blackwell. That is a portion torn from the newspaper, Bay’s 
property. Portion torn from newspaper, Bay’s property, on the in- 
ventory list, 

Mr. Koster. Grass was found on the floor in there. 

Mr. Blackwell. That is the grass that was found on the floor in 
the room on the carpet, 

Mr. Koster. We have the leather 

Mr. Blackwell. One leather folder, baggage claim ticket, Kay’s 
property. 

Mr. Koster. Some scraps of paper, four scraps of paper found in 
a 1966 white Mustang, under the back seat. 

Mr. Blackwell. Four scraps of paper found in the white Mustang 
under the back seat. 

Mr. Koster. Two leather straps, black leather straps, obtained from 
room 5-B. 

Mr. Blackwell. Two leather straps that wardrobe contained in 
room 5-B. 

Mr. Koster. Two pieces of cardboard, gold on one side, were in the 
trunk of the Mustang. 
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Mr. Blackwell. Two pieces of cardboard from the white Mustang. 

Mr. Koster. A pamphlet entitled “What is the John Birch 
Society?” 

Mr. Blackwell. Pamphlet entitled — rather, is that the book or the 
pamphlet now ? 

Mr. Ivoster. It is a book. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, we have one book, John Birch Society, 
14th Street, Atlanta. 

Mr. Koster. Map of London. 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of London ? 

Mr. Fattntroy. Found where, do you know? 

Mr. Blackwell. It is Kay’s property is all that we have on the 
inventory. 

Mr. Koster. Book on Rhodesia. 

Mr. Blackwell. One book titled “Rhodesia in Brief,” Ray’s 
property. 

Mr. Koster. A travel brochure of Portugal. 

Mr. Blackwell. One travel brochure of Portugal. 

Mr. Koster. Two metal clamps. 

Mr. Blackwell. Two metal clips. 

Mr. Koster. Clips. 

Mr. Blackwell. Ray’s property. 

Mr. Koster. The pen that was found in the paper, red, white, and 
blue pen. 

Mr. Blackwell. One red. white, and blue pen found in room 5-B. 

Mr. Koster. A book “Your Opportunities in Locksmithing.” 

Mr. Blackwell. One book or folder, titled “Opportunities in Lock- 
smithing,” 14th Street, Atlanta. 

Mr. Faljntroy. Locksmithing. 

Mr. Koster. This is a currency, or money exchange. 

Mr. Blackwell. Barclays or Lords ? 

Mr. Koster. Barclays. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Barclays Bank money exchange, Ray's 
property. 

Mr. Koster. A road map of Atlanta and a sheet of lined paper with 
“Florida” written on it. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Atlanta road map, from room G. 

Mr. Koster. This is the instructions on silencers. 

Mr. Blackwell. Just one second. Along with that was one piece 
of lined paper with the word “Florida” also found in room G. 

Mr. Koster. Right. We have the instructions for rifle silencers. 

Mr. Blackwell. An instruction paper or direction for rifle silencers. 

Mr. Koster. Silencers. If is listed on here. 

Mr. Blackwell. “Gun silencer” is the wav it is listed on the inven- 
tory 1 folder. 

Mr. Koster. One Personna double edge razor blade. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Personna double-edged razor blade. From the 
white Mustang, is where that was recovered. 

Mr. Koster. Three cigarette butts. They used to be. 

Mr. Blackwell. Three cigarette butts. 

Mr. Koster. We have a comb, pencil, and tie clip. 



20 




Mr. Blackwell. One tie clip, comb, and pencil. 

Mr. Ivoster. One book, ‘‘The Xintli Directive.” 

Mr. Blackwell. One book titled. “The Ninth Directive.” 

Mr. Koster. A piece of newspaper. 

Mr. F auk troy. Spy stories. 

Mr. Koster. A piece of newspaper found in wallet. 

Mr. Blackwell. A piece of newspaper found in room 5. 

Mr. Koster. I believe that was found in his wallet. Do you have 
another? 

Mr. Blackwell. Was that one “found in the wallet” ? 

Mr. Koster. Here is a piece of cardboard with a note, some notes 
written on it. 

Mr. Blackwell. One piece of cardboard with the name Katzwinkel, 
white Mustang. 

Mr. Koster. Approximately 13 latent prints, taken from room 5, I 
believe. 

Mr. Blackwell. Approximately 13 latent fingerprints taken from 
room 5 and room 6. 

Mr. Koster. A slip of paper with the name Jimmy Owen. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pink piece of paper, named Jimmy Owen, 
room 6. 

Mr. Koster. One six-pack holder. 

Mr. Blackwell. One six-pack carrying device, plastic. 

Mr. Koster. One Lloyd’s Bank money exchange. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Lloyd’s bank money exchange — Kay’s prop- 
erty. 

Mr. Koster. Passport photograph. 

Mr. Blackwell. One passport photograph of Kay. 

Mr. Koster. Official receipt from registrar general, Toronto. 

Mr. Blackwell. One official receipt, registrar general, Toronto, 
Kay’s property. 

Mr. Koster. Baggage claim. 

Mr. McKinney. Boarding pass. 

Mr. Koster. I believe it was baggage claim. 

Mr. Blackwell. One airline baggage ticket, Ray’s property. 

Mr. Koster. One pamphlet, information on Canadians traveling 
overseas. 

Mr. Blackwell. One folder or information pamphlet on Canadians 
traveling overseas, Ray’s property. 

Mr. Koster. Air mail envelopes. 

Mr. Blackwell. Airmail envelopes, one with Canadian stamp on 
it and would you pass onto the rifle box, the empty box. 

That purports to be one .30-06 Remington rifle, and the box that 
it came out if is a Browning box. 

Mr. Koster. One window sill. 

Mr. Blackwell. One window sill. 

That ["indicating! is the empty rifle box. 

Mr. Fatjntroy. You have Birmingham evidence. What is the source? 
Where was this found ? 

Mr. Blackwell. In having read the article, it purports to come from 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Mr. Koster. Shirt and blue bag. 
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Mr. Blackwell. That is it. One blue zippered bag, containing the 
following articles. 

Mr. Koster. A binocular case. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, one binocular case. 

Mr. Koster. Binocular box. 

Mr. Blackwell. One cardboard binocular box. 

Mr. Koster. Two Schlitz beers, full. 

Mr. Blackwell. Two cans Schlitz beer. 

Mr. Koster. One short. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair undershorts. 

Mr. Koster. Cartridges, spent and live. 

Mr. Blackwell. One .30—06 cartridge box with live and spent 
cartridges. 

Mr. Koster. Transistor radio. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Channel Master transistor radio. 

Mr. Koster. Undershirt. 

Mr. Blackwell. One £ ‘T” shirt. 

Mr. Koster. The binoculars again. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair binoculars. 

Mr. Koster. One pair of pliers. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair of pliers and one tackliammer. 

Mr. Koster. Shaving kit. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Gillette shaving kit. 

Mr. Koster. This is Commercial Appeal newspaper. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Commercial Appeal newspaper. 

Mr. Koster. One spent bullet. 

Mr. Blackwell. One .30-06 calibre slug. 

Mr. Koster. This is a receipt and a bag from the York Arms Co. 
Mr. Blackwell. One empty paper bag with York Arms cash 
receipt. 

Mr. Koster. Hair brush. 

Mr. Blackwell. One hair brush. 

Mr. Koster. Bedspread. 

Mr. Blackwell. One green bedspread. 

Mr. Koster. Is it the bedspread ? 

Mr. Falntroy. That is it. 

Mr. Lewis. What is it ? 

Mr. McKinney. It does not say. I believe it is something off the top 
of the bedspread. 

Mr. Blackwell. There were two paper containers in the blue case. 
Mr. Koster. Yes ; two round boxes. 

Mr. Blackwell. Round paper containers in the blue bag. 

Do we have 2-A there available? 

Mr. Koster. No. 2-A. This is No. 2. 1 believe? 

Mr. Blackwell. No. 2-A, I believe is with the license plates. 

Mr. Koster. This is it. 

Four hangers. 

Mr. Blackwell. T don’t believe that is the one. 

Mr. Koster. That is not the one you want? 

Mr. McKinney. Ts this the carton with Martin Luther King’s cloth- 
ing in it. 

Mr. Koster. This is the one with the clothing in it. 
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Mr. Blackwell. All right. Four coat hangers. 

All right. This is a cardboard box containing the clothing of Dr. 
King. It will be four coat hangers from 14th Street in Atlanta. 

This was taken from the Atlanta area. 

Mr. Koster. Hankie. 

Mr. Lewis. Shorts or shirt. 

Mr. Faextroy. No; it is a handkerchief, stained. 

Mr. Blackwell. One soiled handkerchief, from 14th Street, Atlanta. 

Mr. Kostek. This is some key blanks, you have one large blank key 
or 

Mr. Blackwell. And one small. 

Mr. Kostek [continuing]. One large key blank, one large and one 
small. 

One strand of dark thread, one needle and 

Mr. Blackwell. That is right. 

Mr. Kostek. And brown thread. 

Mr. Blackwell, right. 

Mr. Koster. One metal strip, approximately one-half inch wide, one 
business card of Haney Sheet Metal. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, one large key blank, 14th Street, At- 
lanta, One small key blank, 14th Street, Atlanta, one strand of dark 
thread, Atlanta. One needle and brown thread, 14th Street, One metal 
strip, 14th Street and one business card, Haney’s Sheet Metal, 14th 
Street. 

Mr. Kostek. This is a needle with brown thread. I think it is there 
twice. I think it is only meant to be one. 

Mr. Blackwell. Right, 

Mr. Fauntroy. Q-242 and Q-243. 

Mr. Kostek. Brown paper bag with Southhaven Minnow Shop, 
Southhaven, Miss. 

Mr. Blackwell. One brown paper bag with Southhaven Minnow 
Shop, Southhaven, Miss. 

Mr. Kostek. A pair of black slippers. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair 

Mr. Fatjntroy. No ; this is shoes. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair of shoes. 

Mr. Koster. Yes. 

Coat and pants. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair of trousers. 

Mr. Koster. And one coat, 

Mr. Blackwell. And one coat, 

Mr. Koster. One tie. 

Mr. Blackwell. One brown necktie. 

I have one brown necktie listed. 

Mr. Koster. Stained white shirt, 

Mr. Blackwell. One white shirt. 

Mr. Koster. A Schlitz beer can. 

Mr. Blackwell. One empty beer can, Schlitz. 

Mr. Koster. A nair of black socks. No; I will take that back, that 
is underclothing, shorts. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair of undershorts. 
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Mr.. Koster. A “T” shirt, undershirt. 

ML Blackwell. One undershirt. 

Mr. Koster. Black socks and light socks. 

Mr. Blackwell. A pair of black socks and a pair of white socks. 
Mr. ; Koster. I believe this is sheets. 

Mr. Blackwell. Two bunk sheets and pillow cases from Kay’s bunk 
in the county jail. 

Mr. Koster. I believe this is box No. 4, with the tapes, laundry tapes 
and slide. 

Mr. Blackwell. This is cardboard box No. 4, containing the follow- 
ing : Numerous slides containing hair and fibers, and numerous laundry 
tapes. 

Mr. Edgar. What do you mean when you say “laundry tapes?” 

Mr. Blackwell. As I understand it, out of the shirt. In other words, 
I think it was a comparison of tracing background. That is what I 
have read. 

Mr. Koster. This is box No. 2. 

Mr. Blackwell. Box No. 2, all right. 

Mr. Koster. 1967-68 Alabama license. 

Mr. Blackwell. One 1967 Alabama license plate. 

One 1968 Alabama license plate. 

Mr. Koster. Pillow case. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pillow case. 

Mr. Fattntroy. Were these in the car ? 

Mr. Blackwell. I do not know. 

Mr. Koster. A sheet, white sheet. 

Mr. Blackwell. One white sheet. 

Mr. Koster. One rug from the Mustang. 

Mr. Blackwell. One rug. 

Mr. Koster. Another rug and white sheet. 

Mr. Blackwell. An additional white sheet, second. 

Mr. Koster. Styrofoam carton, from the trunk of the Mustang. 

Mr. Blackwell. One styrofoam box from the trunk of the Mustang. 
Mr, Koster. A pillow. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pillow. 

Mr. Koster. This is soil samples. 

Mr. Blackwell. Numerous soil, fiber, and hair samples, in box 
No. 1. 

Mr. Fatjntroy. What is “The” bullet ? 

Mr. Lewis. One of the spent shells. 

Mr. Fatjntroy. There is a difference between spent and bullet. 

Mr. Koster. The bullets are in a box ; spent shell is a bullet. 

This box was not inventoried. 

Mr. Blackwell. That is a resume box that has not been inventoried. 
Mr. Koster. This is an installment note from the International 
School of Bartending in Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Blackwell. An installment note on the International School 
of Bartending in Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Koster. This is a letter from the Koval Canadian Mounted Po- 
lice to the P.B.I. It says “Evidence.” Inside it is — oh. yes, this is the 
order for the English and Scotch Woolen Suit, just as it is on there and 
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Mr. Blackwell. Yes; order for suit, English and Scotch Woolen. 

Mr. Kostek. Also the lease for the Parkay Apartments. I believe the 
bottom of page 4. 

Mr. Blackwell. One envelope containing the Parkay Apartment 
lease. 

Mr. Kostek. This is an unopened envelope, with certain handwritten 
and hand printed notations prepared by Eric S. Galt. 

Mr. Blackwell. One sealed envelope, bearing handprinted name 
Eric S. Galt. 

Air. Kostek. We could not find that on the inventory. 

Mr. Blackwell. Alabama motor vehicle forms. 

Mr. Kostek. Eight. 

Dance studio agreement, National Dance Studio in the name of Erie 
Galt. 

Folder for the airline tickets. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Sneyd. 

Mr. Blackwell. One is, we have about 2 airline tickets, Now, which 
one is that. 

Mr. Kostek. That is from Kennedy Travel Bureau. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. R. Sneyd. 

Mr. Blackwell. Here it is, one Kennedy Travel Bureau folder. 

Mr. Kostek. This is information from the Superior Bulk Film Co., 
where he ordered a camera under the name of 

Mr. Blackwell. Folder, Bulk Film Company. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Can you repeat that again ? 

Mr. Blackwell. One folder, Bulk, B-u-l-k, Bulk Film Co. 

Mr. Kostek. This is a either an entry or — yes, I think it was an 
entry permit, Toronto, Canada. No 

Mr. Fauntroy. This is an entry— it is an entry, I can’t tell what it is, 
from Toronto,' Canada, for Ramon Sneyd to Portugal. It is embarka- 
tion or debarkation card, I cannot tell which. 

Mr. Blackwell. We have one folder containing the following: A 
photograph of Ray’s signature, of Ramon George Sneyd’s applica- 
tion for Canadian passport and statutory declaration of guarantor. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes; Ramon Sneyd’s signature. OK that will pass. 

Mr. Kostek. Airline tickets, BEA, British European Airways. 

Mr. Blackwell. We have them listed airline ticket London to Brus- 
sels. one airline ticket, Lisbon to London. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Yes; London, Lisbon. 

Mr. Blackwell. Lisbon to London. 

Mr. Iyoster. Here is Lisbon to London, I have it here. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Here is Toronto to London, from London to Lisbon. 

This is Lisbon back to London. 

Mr. Blackwell. Lisbon back to London, all right. 

Mr. Kostek. Application for school admission. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Oh, this is in Hollywood, Dance School. 

Mr. Blackwell. Maybe we can go back to those airline tickets 
when you finish with that application. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Have you identified this, though? 

Mr. Blackwell. No; that is the application. Would you repeat 
what that was ? 
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Mr. Koster. That is application for school admission. 

Mr. Blackwell. Is that the bartending school ? 

Mr. Fauntroy. It is Hollywood Boulevard — the address on this 
is 5533 Hollywood Boulevard. Apparently, California. It has three 
references to Hollywood, Calif., bartending ? 

Mr. Koster. I believe that, was bartending. 

Mr. Blackwell. Now, those two airline tickets, if we may revert 
back to those, to identify them. 

Would you go back to the airline tickets, first see if we can get 
those. 

Mr. Koster. We have Toronto to London, London to Lisbon and 
Lisbon to London. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Lisbon to London, that is in these two. Then we 
have Kennedy Travel Bureau. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right. 

One envelope and correspondence with Kennedy Travel Bureau. 

Mr. Fauntroy. That is right. 

Mr. Blackwell. That is it. 

Mr. Fauntroy. That is it. 

Mr. Koster. This appears to be an order from a Modern Photo 
Book Store, in New York with some correspondence. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, one folder containing Modern Photo 
Book Store correspondence. 

Mr. Koster. One envelope, addressed to Mr. or to Dr. S. L. Tarpley, 
Atlanta. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Do you have anything on the Republican Party 
of Georgia? 

Mr. Blackwell. Would you repeat that one on that envelope? 

Mr. Koster. It is from the Republican Party of Georgia to Dr. 
S. L. Tarpley. 

Mr. Fauntroy. It has Eric Galt room No. 2 written on it, on the 
envelope. 

Mr. Blackwell. Well, let us set that one aside for further identi- 
fication. 

Mr. Koster. This is the passport form, Application for Canadian 
passport. 

Mr. Blackwell. Application for Canadian passport. 

Mr. Koster. Statutory declaration in lieu of something. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Sneyd. 

Mr. Blackwell. With the photograph, is that? 

Mr. Koster. Photograph. 

Mr. Blackwell. Two photographs of 1966 Mustang. 

Mr. Koster. No. 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes ; two small photographs of white Mustang. 

Mr. Koster. Provincial Motel with registration card. Blank motel 
paper. 

Mr. Fauntroy. New Orleans. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Provincial Motel registration receipt. 

Mr. Koster. And that blank motel paper, include that. 

These are photographs of the scene. 

Mr. Blackwell. Photograph of what ? 

Mr. Koster. On the scene, Mustang, various photographs. 
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Sir. Blackwell. This is a group of photographs taken on the scene 
at Main Street. 

Mr. Ivoster. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, one photograph 

Mr. Ivostei;. Numerous pictures of James Earl Ray. 

Mr. Blackwell. Fifteen individual photographs of Ray. 

Mr. Roster. OK. 

That is these. There are also other photographs. There is a photo- 
graph of Dr. Martin Luther King. Photographs of Ray receiving his 
bartending diploma. 

Mr. Fauntrov. Is that the rear of 422^ Main ? 

Mr. Ivostek. Yes. sir. I believe it is. 

Mr. Fattntroy. It does not identify it. 

Mr. Ivostek. No : it isn't. 

Mr. Blackwell. That is the photograph of the bartending school 
graduation picture. 

Mr. Koster. There are also some pictures of the Mustang, three of 
them. 

There is a Mexico sticker showing on this one. 

There are two of the windshield and two of the side level, both show- 
ing a Mexican sticker. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, four color photographs of Mexican 
stickers displayed on white Mustang. : 

Mr. Koster. Here is a photograph of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Mr. Blackwell. One photograph of deceased. 

Mr. Koster. Photograph of 424 Main Street. 

Mr. Blackwell. Photograph of what ? 

Mr. Koster. 424 Main Street. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, one photograph of 424 Main. 

Mr. Koster. Yes, sir, it has a bundle showing on it, 

Mr. Blackwell. One photograph of bundle, front of 424. South 
Main Street. 

Mr. Koster. I suppose that is the rear view of 424. 

Mr. Blackwell. That is the rear photograph of 4221/2 Main. 

Mia Koster. Photograph of Mulberry Street. 

Mr. Blackwell. That is Mulberry. 

Mr. Fattntroy. Mulberry ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Mulberry, one photograph of Mulberry Street. 
Mr. Koster. Colored photograph of Ray receiving diploma. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, that is there. 

Mr. Koster. Correspondence with dance studio in Los Angeles, or 
dance studio correspondence. 

Mr. Blackwell. One photo containing dance studio correspondence 
and P.O. change of address correspondence, 

Mr. Koster. Here is a registration card of a Rebel Motel and one bar 
of soap. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Rebel Motel registration receipt. 

Mr. Koster. A tour guide map of Atlanta. 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of Atlanta. 

Mr. Koster. It is a card bearing the name of Eric S. Galt, dance 
analysis. 

Mr. Fattntroy. F ound in the possession of Sneyd ? 


Mr. Koster. Yes : dance analysis. 

Mr Fatjntroy. Dance analysis score 
Mr. Blackwell. Lay that one aside, please. 

Mr. Koster. Map of Texas. 

Mr Blackwell. Texas, one map of Texas and Oklahoma. 

Yoiv, there is one of Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Mr^KosTOR. Here is one of Louisiana. Birmingham, one map of 
Louisiana, by itself. . . 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of Louisiana. 

Mr. Koster. One map of Birmingham. 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of Birmingham. 

Mr. Koster. Another map of Atlanta. 

Mr. Blackwell. A second map of Atlanta. 

Mr. Koster. Hotel Portugal Registration. 

Mr. Fatjntroy. Libson. 

Mr. Koster. It is a bill. 

Mr. Fauntroy. It is a bill. Ramon George Sneyd. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Hotel Portugal receipt. 

Mr. Koster. Birth certificate and vaccination certificate. _ 

Mr. Blackwell. One birth certificate and vaccination certificate. 
Mr. Koster. Do you have a map of Mexico ? 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of Mexico. 

Mr. Koster. Some fibers. 

Mr. Blackwell. Fibers, initial Q-114. ' - 

Mr. Fatjntroy. Right. 

Mr. Blackwell. From bedspread. 

Mr. Koster. Map of Arizona and New Mexico. 

Mr. Blackwell. Map, one map of Arizona and New Mexico. 

Mr. Koster. A receipt from Andy’s Men’s Shop. 

Mr. Blackwell. Is that for the topcoat for cash ? 

Mr. Koster. Topcoat, yes. 

Mr. Blackwell. One cash receipt for topcoat. 

Mr. Koster. Kennedy Travel Bureau. 

Mr. Fatjntroy. Invoice $345. That is for Ramon Sneyd. 

Mr. Koster. Passport, Canadian passport. 

Mr. Blackwell. Two Canadian passports. 

Yes, two Canadian passports. 

Mr. Fatjntroy. Ramon Sneyd. 

Mr. Kostep- Of a time table. South African Airways. 

Mr. Blackwell. One South African Airways timetable folder. 
Mr. Koster. Map of Georgia and Alabama. 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of Georgia and Alabama. 

Mr. Koster. U.S. map. 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of the United States. 

Mr. Koster. One map of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Koster. And one of California. 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of California. 

Mr. Koster. One of Texas and Oklahoma, 

Mr. Blackwell. One map of Texas and Oklahoma. 
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Mr. Kostek. And another city map of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Blackwell. Another city map of Los Angeles.^ 

Staff. One is application for dance license. Eric Galt. 

Mr Blackwell. This will be for identification, 44 and — 114-814, 
dated 12-something, 1968 received from postal inspector, Frank C. 
Frayer, signed William ,J. Downing and Leonard F. Kaymaret, it 

ai> This is one folder from the Bulk Film Co. Correspondence that in- 
cludes a typewritten letter dated October 22, 1967, one typewritten 
letter dated November 20, 1967, and one order blank form. 

For identification purposes, one registration card from a dance stu- 
dio with the number 66429 printed on it, with the name Eric Galt 
and with an address of 1535 Sirrero. 

And one envelope for identification with the number “14 stapled 
to the plastic cover. The envelope purports to be Republican Party 
of Georgia, State finance committee, 605-1430 West Peachtree Street 
NW. Atlanta, Ga., 30309 with the letter being addressed to a Dr. 
S. L- Tarpley, 113 14th Street N.E., Atlanta, Ga., 30309. 

Mr. Koster. Plaster cast. 

Mr. Fatjntroy. What size shoe does the man wear ? 

Mr. Koster. Plaster footprint. 

Mr. Blackwell. Cardboard box No. 5, containing the following: 

Two plaster cast foot imprints. 

Mr. Koster. These are things taken from room 5-B. It has a .38 
caliber revolver in it. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, that is the box No. 3 at the top of page 2. 

Mr. Koster. OK. 

Mr. Fakntroy. This is a .38. 

Mr. Blackwell. One .38 caliber snub-nosed pistol. 

Mr. Koster. It has shells in it. 

Mr. Blackwell. Are there five .38 caliber cartridges? 

Mr. Koster. Black coat. 

Mr. Blackwell. One 

Mr. Fatjntroy. Dark brown. 

Mr. Koster. Dark brown or black. It is a suit; one whole suit. 

Mr. Blackwell. Yes, one brown suit. That is it, one brown suit. 

Mr. Koster. OK. 

Pillow and pillow case. 

Mr. Blackwell. I show one green sofa pillow. 

Mr. Fatjntroy. Green. That i s it. 

Mr. Koster. No, I don’t think that it is. 

Here is the green sofa pillow [indicating] . 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, here is the sofa pillow, all right. 

Let’s put this pillow back up a minute. Thank you. 

All right, now, here we are and the one pillow is on the first page 
of box 3. 

Mr. Koster. Dark blue short-sleeved shirt from the trunk of white 
Mustang. 

Mr. Blackwell. One dark blue sweat shirt from the trunk of the 
white Mustang. 

Mr. Koster. Apparently a white sheet. 
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Mr. Blackwell. One white sheet. 

Mr. Koster. And another one. 

Mr. Blackwell. Second white sheet. 

Mr. Koster. Pair of trousers or shorts. That is shorts. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair of walking shorts. 

Mr. Koster. Eight. 

One shirt, pullover type. 

Mr. Blackwell. One black and gray sweater. 

Mr. Koster. Yes, OK. 

Mr. Blackwell. I am looking for one pillowcase. 

Mr. Koster. It is in with the pillow. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, one pillowcase, a pillow. 

Mr. Koster. This is box 3. 

Mr. Blackwell. Spray. 

Mr. Koster. Yes, hair spray. 

Mr. Blackwell. First is one can of hair spray. 

Mr. Koster. One ashtray. 

Mr. Blackwell. One ashtray. 

Mr. Fauntrot. Valley High Exotic Foods. 

Mr. Koster. Advertisement for a restaurant from New Orleans news- 
paper. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, is that the map of New Orleans? 

Mr. Koster. Yes. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, that is what it is, map of New Orleans. 
Mr. Koster. One empty pill box. 

Mr. Blackwell. One empty pill box. 

Mr. Koster. One book, “The Green Felt Jungle.” 

Mr. Blackwell. One book titled “The Green Felt Jungle.” 

Mr. Koster. This is a piece of cardboard. 

Mr. Blackwell. One piece of cardboard. 

Mr. Koster. Book of matches. 

Mr. Blackwell. One book of matches. 

Mr. Koster. This is a white shirt, one white shirt. 

Mr. Blackwell. One white shirt. 

Mr. Koster. Pair of lady’s shoes. 

Mr. Blackwell. One pair of lady’s shoes. 

Mr. Koster. Soil samples, numerous. 

Mr. Blackwell. Numerous soil samples. 

Mr. Koster. These are some personal papers that were in Ray’s 
possession. 

That is a hox of ashes, is that ? 

Mr. Blackwell. One box of cigarette ashes. 

Mr. Koster. Now, we are getting into the fingerprints of the em- 
ployees of Birmingham Trust National Bank, six of them. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, fingerprint cards of the Birmingham 
Bank employees, six all told. 

Mr. Koster. Eight. 

Mr. Blackwell. The names on the cards? 

Mr. Faijntkoy. Yes. Who is Diane Battle, do you want those names? 
Mr. Blackwell. Diane Battle, yes. 

Mr. Koster. Christine Reedy. 

Mr. Biackwell. Christine Reedy. 
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Mr. Fauxtkoy. It savs Catherine on hero. ; 

Mr. Blackwell. Wo show a Christine Reedy on the inventory list. 
Mr. Fauxtkoy. We have a Catherine Reedy. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right. 

Mr. Fauxtroy. Cecil Edwin Kirkpatrick. 

Mr. Blackwell. Cecil Kirkpatrick. : 

Mr. Fauxtkoy. Gene Bender. ! 

Mr. Blackwell. Gene Bender. 

Mr. Fauxtkoy. One with no name. Bruce William Beyer. 

Mr. Blackwell. Bruce Beyer. 

Mr. Fauxtkoy. Charles T. Smith. 

Mr. Blackwell. Charles Smith. _ . 

Mr. Fauxtkoy. And another with no name. Yes, looks as if to be 
a continuation. 

Mr. Blackwell. Two blanks. ' ’ ; 

Mr. Kostek. Four latent lifts. . 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, four latent lifts in the white Mustang. 
Mr. Kostek. Some more fingerprints. ' . 

This is the elimination fingerprints which we did not find in the 
inventory. I can give you a name if that will help. 

Sam Hudson and 

Mr. Blackwell. Oh, the Rebel Motel employees. 

Mr. Kostek. Apparently so. That is not to the title. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, would you read those off ? ’ 

Mr. Kostek. Samuel Hudson. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, Samuel Hudson. 

Mr. Kostek. Ivan Webb. 

Mr. Blackwell. Ivan Webb. 

Mr. Kostek. Sarah Loving. 

Mr. Blackwell. Sarah Loving. 

Mr. Kostek. Sadie McKay. 

Mr. Blackwell. Sadie McKay. 

Mr. Kostek. Sadie Moore. 

Mr. Blackwell. Sadie Moore. 

Mr. Kostek. Thelma P. Woodman. 

Mr. Blackwell. Thelma Woodman. 

Mr. Kostek. Phillip Reece. 

Mr. Blackwell. Phillip Reece. ! 

Mr. Kostek. And Christine Kelly. 

Mr. Blackwell. Christine Kelly. 

Mr. Kostek. Henrietta Hagemaster. 

Mr! Blackwell. Henrietta Hagemaster. . . 

Mr. Kostek. This must be what they meant by the elimination 
fingerprints. . , ' 

Mr. Blackwell. Those 9 cards and names I ]ust called are hnger- 
prints of Rebel Motel employees as shown on cardboard box No. 2 
inventory list. 

Now, would you read those other names and we will put them on 
the list here ? 

Mr. Kostek. OK. 

Joseph or Nicholas they refer to. 

Mr. Blackwell. Nick. 
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Mr. Kostkr. Nick, Joseph Carimi. 

Mr. Blackwell. Carimi, C-a-r-i-m-i. 

Yes, that appears to he the employees of the Memphis Police De- 
partment. Nick Carimi. 1 

Mr. Roster. Nick Carimi, all right. 

Bobby Ewing. 

Mr. Blackwell. Bobby Ewing. 

Mr. Koster. James Brandon. 

Mr. Blackwell. James Brandon. 

Mr. Koster. George Dandridge. 

Mr. Blackwell. George Dandridge. 

Mr. Koster. Robert L. Williams. 

Mr. Blackwell. Robert Williams. 

Mr. Koster. Robert Cochran. 

Mr. Blackwell. Robert Cochran. 

Mr. Koster. Roy Raymond Davis. 

Mr. Blackwell. Roy Davis. 

Mr. Koster. Calvin Ellison. 

Mr. Blackwell. Calvin Ellison. 

Mr. Koster. James Aylor. 

Mr. Blackwell. James Aylor, A-y-l-o-r. 

Mr. Koster. Glen King. 

Mr. Blackwell. Glen King. 11 

Mr. Koster. Thomas H. Smith. 

Mr. Blackwell. Thomas Smith. 

Mr. Koster. Herman L. McAden. 

Mr. Blackwell. Herman L. McAden. 

Mr. Faux trot. Don’t have J ames Ray there ? 

Mr. Blackwell. We have an N. E. Zachary and Jewel Ray. Do you 
have those two ? ' i ; ; o 

Mr. Koster. Might, be in another. d 

Mr. Blackwell. Those arc the other two names listed, under the 
fingerprint cards of the employees of the Memphis Police Department. 

Mr. Koster. Here is another one. We have not found them yet. 
These are individual envelopes containing fingerprint cards— oh, this 
is the actual identification cards of the bank employees of Birmingham. 

Mr. Blackwell. Those should be attached with those [indicat- 
ing] the fingerprint cards with names. 

Mr. Koster. Handprints. 

Mr. Blackwell. We do not show any Zachary or Jewel Ray. 
Staff. Mr. Koster, could you tell us what you have there? 

Mr. Koster. Yes, more fingerprints of the Birmingham Bank em- 
ployees. That concluded this. 

Staff. Are there any names on there ? 

Mr. Koster. Broken down there are also handprints. 

Staff. How many different cards do we have. 

Mr. Koster. There are four, four in this particular one. 

Mr. Blackwell. Are there any names on those ? 

Mr. Koster. Yes, they correspond with the names on these. 

Mr. Blackwell. That is the corresponding card to the 

Mr. Koster. There are four corresponding cards. 

Mr. Blackwell. Would you read those names, please ? 
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Mr. Koster. Dana Gene Bender. 

Mr. Blackwell. Dana Bender. 

Mr. Koster. Catherine Reedy. 

Mr. Blackwell. Catherine Reedy. 

Mr. Koster. Cecil Kirkpatrick. 

Mr. Blackwell. Cecil Kirkpatrick. 

Mr. Koster. Diane Battle. 

Mr. Blackwell. Diane Battle. 

Mr. Koster. Bruce Beyer. 

Mr. Blackwell. Bruce Beyer. 

Mr. Koster. Fingerprints from the B. & H. Store Post. 

Donald Wood. 

Air. Blackwell. Donald Wood. All right, that is the fingerprints of 
the Marine Aero Supply employees. 

Donald F. Wood. 

Air. Koster. U. L. Baker. 

Mr. Blackwell. U. L. Baker. 

Mr. Koster. They also have attached handprints. 

Mr. Blackwell.’ They are all in one package. 

Mr. Koster. Is that the only two you show ? 

Mr. Blackwell. Right, that is the only two. 

Mr. Koster. Twenty-five latent fingerprints taken from room 34, 
Rebel Motel, Alemphis. 

Afr. Blackwell. Twenty-five latent fingerprints from the Rebel 
Alotel. 

Mr. Koster. An ENC fingerpi’int card for Zachary and for Jewel 
Ray. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, that is the missing card. 

Zachary .and Jewel Ray fingerprint cards, two employees of the 
Alemphis Police Department. 

Mr. Koster. Three latents from the left armrest and two latents 
from the right armrest of the 1966 Mustang. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right, three latent prints from the white 
Alustang. 

Mr. Koster. And two latents. 

Air. Blackwell. Two are, over here. 

All right, three latent prints. Would you repeat that? 

Air. Koster. Three latent prints from the left armrest. 

Mr. Blackwell. All right. 

Air. Koster. And two latent prints from the right armrest of the 
1966 Alustang. 

Mr. Blackwell. Three latent prints from the left armrest of the 
white Mustang . 

Air. Koster. And two from the right. 

Mr. Blackwell. Two latent prints from the white Mustang from 
the right armrest. 

Mr. Koster. Last one. luncheon check for processing. 

Mr. Blackwell. One luncheon ticket from Atlanta, is that it? 

Air. Koster. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Blackwell. OK. 

One luncheon ticket, Atlanta. 
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Mr. Koster. These are things that we did not have time to inventory. 

A keyhole saw. 

Mr. Blackwell. Let's read those into the record and then we will 
list those here. 

We failed to find them on the inventory list, itself. 

For the record, I am reading from Apartment 6, 113 14th Street, 
keyhole saw taken from top of wardrobe, signed A.F. Appears to be 
Nicholls or Miller — Miller, it appears to be. 

This is with a number Q-171 M5CPM5. 

Mr. Koster. S. & IT. green stamps, scraps of paper. These were 
taken from the glove compartment of the 1966 Mustang; 

It just says “paper from Glove Compartment. 1966 Mustang.” Chew- 
ing gum wrappers, S. & IT. green stamps. 

Q-122. 

Mr. Blackwell. Paper from the glove compartment of the 1966 
Mustang, what appears to be S. & TI. green stamps, chewing gum 
wrappers, paper and with the number 0-122. with a PM 5 MSC. 

Mr. Koster. We have one Viceroy cigarette butt fund under the 
wardrobe at 113 14th Street. 

Mr. Blackwell. One Viceroy cigarette butt found under wardrobe, 
113 14th Street. The initials J. R. 415-68. 

Mr. Koster. One key to the Candle Light Inn, Room 219. 

That is in Hew Orleans. 

Mr. Blackwell. One key, Candle Light Inn, Room 219, New 
Orleans, La. 

Mr. Koster. A piece of cardboard. 

Mr. Blackwell. And one piece of cardboard. 

For the record, the inventory has been checked ; every item appears 
at the table. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Thank you, Mr. Blackwell. We appreciate the patience and time this 
has consumed. This is not an easy task and we appreciate the patient 
manner in which you have carefully inventoried these items for us. 

So to both yoii and Mr. Koster, we certainly want to express our 
appreciation. 

At this time I want to direct that Mr. Sprague, chief counsel, 
impound this evidence, and it is hereby placed within his care, and 
he is instructed to provide the security that is necessary to secure each 
and every piece of this evidence and to keep it under tight security that 
will enable us to be able to, at the proper time, return this evidence in 
the same manner that it has been brought to this committee. 

Mr. Sprague, do you have the necessary security arrangements in 
order to assure Mr. Blackwell so he can assure the court of the proper 
security of this evidence ? 

Mr. Sprague. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

The. Chairman. I suppose, Mr. Blackwell, you need some, type of 
receipts from this committee, in which we officially receive these, 
documents. The, committee will prepare that document. 

I will sign it in behalf of the committee. 

Mr. Blackwell. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Thank you, sir. 
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Anything further from the staff at this time ? 

Mr. Sprague. Not at this time, Mr. Chairman. 

MuFaunteoy. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Fauntroy. . , 

Mr. Fauntroy. If there is no further business, I would make the 
appropriate motion, if you would like. 

The Ciiairmax. All right. Anything further ? 

Mr. Sprague. May I see you ? 

The Chairman. Mr. Sprague, certainly. 

Y ou will withhold on that motion. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I will be happy to withhold for this second. 

The Chairman. Mr. Fauntroy, you are recognized for your proper 
motion. . 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, I move adjournment oi this meeting. 
The Chairman. Sub ject to call. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Subject to the call of the chairman. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

Thank you very much. , .. 

[At &:30 p.m. the committee adjourned subject to the call ot tne 
Chair.] 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 1977 

U.S. House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, 

Washington-, D.C. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 :32 o'clock a.m., in room 
2107. Rayburn House Office Building, the Honorable Louis Stokes 
(chairman of the committee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Stokes (presiding), Preyer, Fauntroy, 
Burke, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, Edgar, Devine, Anderson, McKinney, 
and Tbone. 

Also present : Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel and staff director ; 
Sis. Rebecca Martin, clerk of the committee, and Mi 1 . Tanenbaum. 

The Chairman. The committee will come to order. 

At this time we will ask the witness if he will rise and be sworn. 

Will you raise your right hand ? 

Do you swear or affirm that the testimony you will give, before the 
Select Committee on Assassinations shall be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, as you shall answer unto God? 

Mr. Trafficante. Yes, sir, I do. 

The Chairman. You do. Thank you, you may be seated. 

Sir, would you please identify yourself for the record. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Mr. Chairman, at this time I would like to identify 
myself. My name is Henry Gonzalez. I am an attorney at law in 
Tampa, and Miami with offices at 620 Madison, Tampa, Fla., in suite 
1922; 1 Biscayne Tower, Miami, Fla. 

The gentleman to my right is Mr. Santo Trafficante, Jr., and he is 
here pursuant to the authorized subpena, subpenas that were served 
on him last Friday. 

At this time, Mr. Chairman, I would like to invoke the provisions of 
rule 6.3(2) relative to the taking of photographs, as provided for in 
your rules, and on behalf of that witness I so request. 

‘ [Pause.] 

The Chairman. Under the provisions of the rules of the Select 
Committee, rule 6, and specifically subsection 6.3 which provides that 
no witness served with a subpena by the committee shall be required, 
against his or her will, to he photographed at any hearing, or to give 
evidence or testimony while the broadcasting of that hearing by radio 
or television is being conducted. At the request of any witness who 
does not wish to be subjected to radio, television, or still photography 
coverage, all lenses shall be covered, and all microphones used for 
coverage turned off. 

The request of counsel is hereby granted. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Thank you, sir. 

(35) 
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The Chairman. All news media will cease at this point to do any 
photographing of any type, and you will in accordance with this pro- 
vision, cut off all microphones and cease any photography whatsoever. 

We will have to provide about 10 minutes for the removal of this 
equipment before we can proceed. 

[A brief recess was taken.] 

The Chairman. I have been assured that all equipment is oft, and 
at this point we will proceed with the hearing. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make one further 
comment. 

Mr. TrafRcante was served with two subpenas, one to appear per- 
sonally, and the other, a subpena duces tecum for production of cer- 
tain records. I want to advise the committee that none of the requested 
documents does Mr. Trafficante have, and there is no production at all 
pursuant to that subpena, and I just want to advise the committee to 
that fact, sir. 

The Chairman. All right, thank you very much, Counsel. 

I will direct at this point that counsel and the witness be provided 
with a copy of the rules of this committee. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Thank you. 

The Chairman. At this time we will ask that the clerk read the two 
subpenas which have been previously referred to, which were issued 
by this committee on March 16, 1977, and which were subsequently 
served upon Mr. Trafficante. 

Ms. Martin [reading] : 

Bv authority of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United 
States of America, to Richard A. Sprague or any assistant designated !>y him, 
you are hereby commanded to summon Santo Trafficante. .Tr., Tampa, Florida, 
to he and appear before the Select Committee on Assassinations of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, of which the Honorable Louis Stokes is 
Chairman, in their chamber in the City of Washington on March 16, 1977, at the 
hour of 10:00 o’clock a.m., then and there to testify touching matters of inquiry 
committed to said Committee, and he is not to depart without leave of said 
Committee. Herein fail not and make return of this summons. Witness my hand 
and the seal of the House of Representatives of the United States at the City 
of Washington this 8th day of March, 1977. 

Louis Stokes, Chairman. 

The Chairman. All right, you may proceed to read the other one. 
Ms. Martin [reading] : 

By authority of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United 
States of America to Richard A. Sprague or any assistant designated by him, 
von are hereby commanded to summon Santo Trafficante. .Tr.. Tamna.: Florida, 
to be and appear before the Select Committee on Assassinations of the House 
of Representatives of the United States, of which the Honorable Louis Stokes 
is Chairman, and to bring with you any and all notes, materials, documents, 
receipts, vouchers, memoranda, correspondence from January 1958 to December 
1964 relating to attempts to assassinate Fidel Castro, relating to attempts to 
assassinate or the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, relating to the 
groups and organizations known as Alpha 66, International Anti-Communist 
Brigade, Nonanke Group, and the Cuban Revoutionary Council, and relating to 
release from prison in Havana Cuba, in their chamber in the City of Washington 
on March 16, 1977 at the hour of 10 :00 o’clock, then and there to testify touching 
matters of inquiry committed to said Committee, and he is not to depart with- 
out leave of said Committee. Herein fail not, and make return of this summons. 
Witness my hand and the seal of the House of Representatives of the United 
States at the City of Washington this 9th day of March, 1977. 

Louis Stokes, Chairman. 
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The Chairman. Thank you. 

Does counsel for the witness have any further motions at this time ? 

Mr. Gonzalez. No further motions at this time, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Gonzalez. 

At this time, then, we will ask Mr. Richard Sprague, chief counsel 
for the committee, to propound questions to the witness. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante, have you at any time been an em- 
ployee, a contract employee, or in any manner been in the service of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, or any other agency of the Federal 
Government of the United States? 

TESTIMONY OE SANTO TRAFFICANTE, JR. (ACCOMPANIED BY 
HENRY GONZALEZ, ESQ.) 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question pur- 
suant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th, and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Mr. Chairman, he is at this time upon advice of 
counsel exercising the rights under — pursuant to those provisions of 
the Constitution of the United States. 

The Chairman. Counsel may proceed. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante. did you know John RosSelli? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question pur- 
suant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th, and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Mr. Chairman, likewise, as previously announced, 
upon representation and advice of counsel. Mr. Trafficante shall main- 
tain his constitutional rights to answer that question — to refuse to 
answer that question. 

The Chairman. Counsel for the committee may proceed. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante, did you know Sam Giancana? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question 
pursuant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th, and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Mr. Chairman, for the sake of brevity, I do make 
the same representations previously made and with the same direc- 
tions. 

The Chairman. Counsel may proceed. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante. do you know Robert Malieu ? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question 
pursuant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5tli, and 14th 
amendments. 
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Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Counsel for the witness is directing, pursuant to 
the representations made by myself previously. 

The Chairman. Counsel for the committee may proceed. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Traflieante, prior to November 22, 1963, did you 
have information that President Kennedy was going to be assassi- 
nated ? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question 
pursuant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Same directive by counsel for the witness. 

The Chairman. Counsel for the committee may proceed. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante, prior to November 22, 1963, did you 
advise other people of the assassination of President Kennedy? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse, to answer that question pur- 
suant to toy constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th, and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the wit- 
ness to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. The same directive by counsel for the witness. Your 
Honor — Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Counsel for the committee may proceed. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante, prior to November 22, 1963, did you 
know Jack Ruby ? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question 
pursuant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Same directive pursuant to the request of counsel 
for the witness. 

The Chairman. Counsel for the committee may proceed. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante, have you ever met with representa- 
tives of the Central Intelligence Agency to discuss the assassination 
of various world leaders, including Fidel Castro ? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question 
pursuant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th and 14th 
amendenfs. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the_ question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Upon the directive of counsel for the witness, the 
same remarks previously made would apply to that question also. 

The Chairman. Counsel for the committee is directed to proceed. 
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Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante, is any agency of tlxe U.S. Govern- 
ment giving you any immunity with regard to any plans to assassinate 
anv world leaders? , . 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question 
pursuant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. At this time, Counsel for the witness also has the 
same directive as previously announced to that particular question. 
The Chairman. Counsel for the committee may proceed. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante, did you ever discuss with any indi- 
viduals plans to assassinate President Kennedy prior to his assassi- 
nation? ,, , ,. 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question 
pursuant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. . 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Counsel for the witness has the same directive to 
that question as previously announced to the other questions. 

The Chairman. At this time I would like to have the committee 
recess for a few moments in order to discuss the matter now under 
consideration before us. 

We will adjourn to the room to my right. 

The committee will be temporarily recessed for that purpose. 

T A brief recess was taken.] 

The Chairman. The meeting will come back to order. 

At this time I will yield to counsel for the committee for one addi- 
tional question. . . ' , 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Trafficante, while you were m a prison m Cuba, 
were you visited by J ack Ruby ? . 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question pur- 
suant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4tli, 5th and 14th 
amendments. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. . 

The Chairman. I direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mi\ Gonzalez. Counsel for the witness has the same directive as 
previously announced to the other questions with respect also to this 
question. ■ ' . ■ , 

The Chairman. Mr. Trafficante, to the extent that your, claim of 
privilege is deemed inappropriate by the Chair, as indicated by my 
directing you to answer the questions that have been propounded to 
you, T advise you that this committee may recommend to the House 
of Representatives that you be cited for contempt. 

In light of this, do you care at this time to change your answer 
to any of the questions propounded to you? 
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Mr. Gonzalez. Pursuant to the directives, the same response would 
be to that directive of the committee. 

Mr. Trafficante. 1 respectfully , _ , 

The Chairman. Would counsel permit the witness also to answer 
the question? . , . . , , , , 

Mr. Gonzalez. Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman, he is just about to. 

Mr Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question pur- 
suant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th and 14t i 
amendments. 

The Chairman . Thank you. 

Do any other members of the committee have any questions to pro- 
pound to.the witness ? 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman? . 

The Chairman. The gentleman from Ohio, Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. . . 

Mr Gonzalez, I recognize vour responsibility to advise your client 
on his rights under the Constitution, and the protection against seil- 
incrimination. However, would you advise this select committee how 
a response from the witness to a question about whether he knew Jack 
Rubv would be incriminating or violate his constitutional rights ( 

Mr Gonzalez. At that point, Mr. Devine, I feel that a determina- 
tion has been made relative to that question, and I would have to most 
respectfullv sav that that would be within the attorney-client relation- 
ship which"! am not at liberty at this time to disclose. It is a determina- 
tion that has been made and would be sustained at this time on benalt 
of Mr. Trafficante. . , , , . , „ 

Mr Devine. A determination has been made by v-liom < 

Mr. Gonzalez. After consultation by directive of myself concern- 
ing tlie nature of the inquiry and the questions propounded. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. t .. 

The Chairman. I believe the gentleman from Connecticut, Air. 
Dodd, lias a question. 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Trafficante, as a result of your appearance here today, have you 
been threatened by anyone, any group or agency? Has your life been 
threatened in any way ? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question pm 
suant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th, and 14th 
amendments. , , 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Trafficante, have you been contacted by any agency 
in the executive branch, say the CIA or FBI, in connection with your 
possible testimony before or after you received formal subpena to 
appear before this committee ? 

Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question pur- 
suant to m 3 ' constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th, and 14th 
amendments. , , „ , , , , ., 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman. I would respectfully ask that the witness 
be directed to respond to both of those questions. 

The Chairman. The witness is hereby directed to respond to botii 
of the questions propounded by Mr. Dodd of Connecticut. 
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Mr. Trafficante. I respectfully refuse to answer that question pur- 
suant to my constitutional rights under the 1st, 4th, 5th, and 14th 
amendments. 

The Chairman. Any other members have any further questions of 
the witness? 

In the opinion of the Chair, in light of the present state of the 
witness’s refusing to answer the questions propounded to him in the 
exercise of his constitutional rights, I would at this time recognize the 
gentleman from North Carolina, Mr. Iiichardson Preyer, who is 
chairman of the Kennedy Subcommittee, for any motion he would 
care to make at this time. 

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Chairman, at this time I move that the committee 
excuse this witness, the witness to remain under the subpena issued 
by this committee, subject to further call by the Chair. 

The Chairman. You have heard the motion. 

Are you ready for the question ? 

All those in favor — Mr. Devine? 

Mr. Devine. Is it my understanding that this will be a continuing 
subpena, it will not be necessary to reserve him, that it is a continuing 
subpena, he is under the jurisdiction of this committee, subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

The Chairman. Would the gentleman care to 

Mr. Preyer. Yes ; that is the intent of the motion. 

Mr. Devine. Thank you. 

The Chairman. Are you ready for the question ? 

All those in favor say aye. 

[A chorus of ayes.] 

The Chairman. Those opposed ? 

[No response.] 

The Chairman. The motion is carried, and it is so ordered, 

Mr. Trafficante, do you understand that you are under the. continu- 
ing subpena of this committee? 

Mr. Trafficante. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. All right, thank you very much, Counsel. 

Mr. Gonzalez. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman and members 
of the committee. 

The Chairman. At this time 

Mr. Gonzalez. Mr. Chairman, may we be excused at this time? 

The Chairman. Yes; Counsel, you and your ivitness may be ex- 
cused. 

Thank you very much, sir. 

[Whereupon, Mr. Trafficante and Mr. Gonzalez left the hearing 

The Chairman. Members of the committee, on March 16 this com- 
mittee issued subpenas on four other persons that were returnable 
today — I am sorry. They were issued on the 9th day of March 1977. 
returnable on March 16, 1977 on the following persons : Captain Jack 
LeGrand, Birmingham Police Department, Birmingham, Ala ; Hugh 
Stanton, Jr., district attorney general, Shelby County, Tenn.; Gene 
Barksdale, sheriff, Shelby County, Tenn.; E. Winslow Chapman, 
director of police, Memphis, Tenn. 
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I request at this time that the committee grant the authority to 
extend these subpenas at. this time for an indefinite period. 

Do we have such a motion ? 

Mr. Fatjntroy. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr Fauntroy. I so move. . , 

The Chairman. It has been properly moved that an extension ot 
time, be granted as it relates to each of these subpenas. 

Arc you ready for the question? 

Those, in favor say aye. 

[A. chorus of ayes.] 

the Chairman. Those opposed? 

[No response.] . , , , 

the Chairman. The motion is carried and so ordered. 

The'cuAUiMAN. In light of the answers which have come to the 
committee's questions this morning, it would seem to me at this time 
that the committee ought to have further dialogue with reference to 
the state of the investigation as it relates to the Kennedy mattei, and 
I would think that this would be appropriate m executive session 
rather than public session, and I would at this time entertain a motion. 
Mr. Tiionk. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Yes ; Mr. Tlione. . , ,,, 

Mr Tiionk Mr. Chairman, I am certainly not going to make that 
motion, needless to sav, but while our broadcast media and the elec- 
tronic media are out of the room, so it isn't considered too self-serving, 
I would say we had a dramatic example here this morning ot a double 
standard that I think is terribly unwise and unfair, and almost just 
assinine. We have our friends oyer here from the print media who 
were allowed to attend this entire session this morning, while the 
members from the broadcast media were excluded, and 1 lust think 
it is basically unfair, and I just bring it up again to call attention 

^understand that it is a rule of the House, which was incorporated 
in our rules, but as I said, I think it is just basically and patently 

^The Chairman. Any further comments before we ask for a motion? 

Mr. Fauntroy. I expected to hear some cheers from the left there, 

b Mi p!mMr. Chairman, I will move at this time, if there are no 
further questions, that the committee go into executive session. 

The Chairman. You have heard the motion. 

Are you ready for the question ? 

All those in favor — the clerk will call the rol l. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Stokes. 

Hie Chairman. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Preyer. 

Air. Preyer. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Anderson. Aye. 
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Ms. Martin. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mrs. Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Air. Tlione. 

Mr. Thone. No. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Ford. 

Mr. Ford. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Fithian. 

Mr. Fithian. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Chairman, the vote is 11 ayes, 1 nay. 

^ The Chairman. This meeting is recessed subject to the call of the 
Chair, without objection. 

[Whereupon, ait 11 :14 a.m., the committee recessed subject to the 
call of the Chair.] 



COMMITTEE MEETING 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 1977 

U.S. House of Representatives, 

Select Committee on Assassinations, ' 

Washington, D.G. 

The committee met pursuant to notice at 10:15 a.m. in room 2318 
Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes (chairman of the 
committee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Stokes, 'Devine, . Preyer, Anderson, 
Fauntroy, McKinney, Burke, Thone, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, and 
Edgar. . 

Also present: Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel and director; 
Bob Tanenbaum, Bob Lehner, Steve Fallis, A1 Lewis, Pat Orr, Janies 
Wolf, Rebecca Martin, Tom Howarth, Burt Char dak. Bob Morrison, 
Frank Kelly, Polly Brown, and Hank Spring, staff members. 

The Chairman. At this time we will call the meeting -to order. 

There are a couple of matters on the agenda, to begin with, after 
which we will probably entertain a motion with reference to an 
executive session. 

At the present time I would like to undertake the matter of the pro- 
, posed budget, and, second, the resolution that must now go to the Rules 
Committee of the Blouse. 

At this time, could we have the rollcall, to establish a quorum? 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Stokes. 

The Chairman. Present. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Present. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Anderson. 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntrot. Present. r 

Ms. Martin. Mr. McKinney. 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martin. Mrs. Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. Present. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Thone. 

Mr. Thone. Here. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Dodd. 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Ford. 

Mr. Ford. Present. _ 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Fithian. 

Mr. Fithian. Here. 
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Ms. Martin. Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Here. 

Ms. Martin. Nine members present. 

The Chairman. Nine members present; a quorum is present. 

We will proceed with the business of the committee. 

At this time I would like to call on the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, Mr. Preyer, the chairman of the Task Force on the Budget, 

for such presentation as he may desire. „ , 

Excerpt from the record of the meeting of the Select Committee on 
Assassinations, House of Representatives, Wednesday, March 23, 1977 : 


Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Your budget committee, consisting of Mrs. Burke, Mr. Fithian, Mr 
McKinney, and Mr. Anderson, have a budget to report to you and 
I think you have documents before you at the table. 

The committee made two basic decisions, two threshold decisions, 
which are reflected in this budget. The first decision by the budget 
committee was that we should go forward with both investigations 
simultaneously, both the Martin Luther King investigation and the 
President Kennedy investigation. We made this decision after review- 
ing the testimony given to us and briefings on the matter, po that this 
budget that we are presenting is a budget for both investigations tor 

1 The second basic decision we made was that, while recognizing the 
need for a tight budget, we recognize equally the need for a thorough 
and complete investigation. And we repeat our belief that if this in- 
vestigation is not done right, then it is better not to do it at all. 

So, with these guidelines in mind, we submit this proposed budget 
to you. As you can see from the. first document you have, which is en- 
titled “Select Committee on Assassinations Budget Summary, the 
budget total we are submitting for this year is $2,796,650. That is a full 
year’s budget and includes the 3 months which we have already been 

1U Now!" that is considerably less than the original $ 61/2 million budget 
that was proposed, so that you would be interested in how we got to 

where we are from where we came. ...... 

There is a second document which you have, called Reconciliation 
of Original and Proposed Budgets,” which helps explain that. If you 
will look at the first sheet on that, you will notice that the original 
budo-et. was a little over $ 6 % million. From that, we subtracted what 
•are called savings, whidh amount to $800,300. These savings would 
have been available to be subtracted from the original budget m any 

eV These are things which, in light of more information and better 
information, we found did not necessarily have to be m the original 
budget. There is an explanation on the second page at the bottom ot 
thatpage of how these savings came about, _ _ 

Without going into all of those, I can point out a few • of the large 
ones. No. 1, for example, travel was reduced almost $300,000. One ot 
the reasons for that is that we have had some experience with the 
mat-tern of travel and it is steadily Memphis- and Dallas-oriented ; it 
is not as widespread as we thought it might have been. 
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Also there has been a decision made to pay half -day per diem for 
less than 24-hour trips, so that has resulted in a considerable reduction 
there. 

On No. 5, telephone and telegraph was reduced $245,000, 

Excuse me for interrupting. I assume you are passing out these 
reconciliation sheets to the press. 

Part of that reduction, $50,000, was absorbed by the House Commit- 
tee on Administration. That is something, that we thought we would 
have to pay for. It turned out that the House Committee on Admin- 
istration would pay for it. 

The item “long-distance calls” has been reduced. We originally 
figured each long-distance call at $5. Experience has, shown that they 
don’t take that long and they are averaging now about $2.50. So that 
has been refigured on the basis of that information. 

Item No. 6, “equipment purchase,” has been reduced or eliminated 
in that we are not going to buy our polygraph or stress evaluators ; 
that equipment will be leased. 

On No. 7, there is a reduction in computer services of $100,000. 

Again that is going to be absorbed by House Administration, not by 
this committee, which is something we didn’t originally anticipate. 

So the sum of all of those is a reduction of something over $800,000 
in savings from the original budget. The largest item, however, in 
reduction is the next item listed on the first sheet there, called “De- 
crease Due to Reduction in Proposed Staff,” from 170 to 115. This 
means that we are reducing the task forces. Both the King task force 
and the Kennedy task force will now consist, under this budget, of 27 
people — 1 deputy chief counsel, 10 staff counsel and 16 staff 
investigators. 

We discussed this item with Mr. Sprague, with Mr. Tanenbaum, the 
deputy counsel for the Kennedy assassination, and with Mr. Lehner, 
the deputy counsel for the King investigation, because we were con- 
cerned with whether this was too drastic a cutback, whether it would 
affect the efficiency of the investigation. And they are of the opinion 
that the investigation can be carried forward efficiently with this staff. 

I would like at this time to call on Mr. Sprague or Mr. Tanenbaum 
and Mr. Lehner for any comments they might have on that item there 
of the salary reduction. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Preyer. I had the staff go into great detail in 
terms of the kind of investigative effort that would be needed and 
keeping in 'mind the need to reduce at least as much as would be 
feasible. 

Mr. Lehner and Mr. Tanenbaum both went over the projected areas 
of the investigation with as much care and detail as they could on the 
basis of the experience they have — to some extent ; at least they have 
some even though it is limited — in the work effort that has been done 
up to this point. They made the recommendation to me for the size 
of staff that is in that contemplated budget. 

I have questions with regard to how fine we can cut that. I am willing 
to cut that: I am willing to go along with their recommendation to 
me because they feel that, with that amount of manpower, they can 
get the job done. I have that degree of confidence in them that, al- 
though it is less than what I would have proposed, I am willing to go 
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ahead on the basis of those figures and, at the moment, I see no reason 
•why we cannot. ", _ 

Mr. Preyer. Thank you, Mr. Sprague. 

That, of course, is the largest item m the reduction. 

There is one final item, which is the decrease due to less than tne 
full 12-month operation in 1977. That is a $600,000 item. In other 
words, this budget anticipates we will have 115 people working for 
the committee. We have 73 at the present time, so we have gone 3 
months of the year with 73 and it is anticipated that we will not reach 
the full 115 number until July. We will be gradually building up to 

^Therefore, this $600,000 is what would have been necessary if we 
had had the 115 from the beginning of the year until the end o± the 
year; but, since we do not have them, that is an item which comes out 
of the budget. , . , 

So, in short, with those adjustments and savings, we reached the 
figure of the proposed budget. . . , 

I might point out that, under the savings, under the new informa- 
tion which we have learned since the original budget went into effect, 
that original $6% million budget would now be under ; $5 million. So, 
rather than comparing it with a $6% million budget, actually we would 
be comparing it with a budget of something over $4 million. 

So I think that puts in perspective now better the nature of the 
expense and that we aren’t affecting, I hope, the investigative side 
of things. I think it reflects rather that the first proposed budget was 
iust that, a proposed budget and not something that reflected the ex- 
perience which we have had in the budget, that it was a budget sub- 

^Mr° Chairmanfthe°budget committee, then, recommends this budget 
of $2,796,650 to the committee. 

I think if; there are members of the budget committee who wish to 
comment further on it, I ivould be glad to yield to them. 

a-. ❖ * *** * * * 

The Chairman. Before we proceed under the 5 -minute rule then, 
aro t ^ere other members of the task force that want to address them- 
selves to the budget before we begin operating under the 5-mmute 
rule ? 

The Chapman. All right, if not, then, personally, Mr. Preyer, 
members of the task force, I want to commend the task force tor the 

excellent job thatT think you have done here. _ 

Having had this particular assignment prior, to your accepting it, 
Mr Preyer, I know the tremendous undertaking that this was, and 
having met with you on several occasions I know the long hours that 
you spent, and the numerous meetings that have been held m order to 
try to arrive at this budget figure. , , , 

I am also conscious of the fact that one of the most difficult problems 
is the fact that there were no established criteria for this type o. an 
investigation, in that neither the House nor the Senate has ever m its 
history ' undertaken the investigation of two murders simultaneously. 
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For that reason, there was no established criteria, and I know yon 
had to start from scratch in terms of how we can do a professional, 
competent j oh and properly utilize Federal funds to do so. 

At this time the Chair recognizes Mr. Fauntroy. . 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, I too want to commend the members 
of the committee who served on this task force because I know that 
they took a very difficult assignment; they have handled it with great 
wisdom and have also spent, as I know, a lot of time making the 
reconciliations which have ibeen reported here. 

I think that we now have a budget that is not only adequate for the 
task but also certainly palatable by the Congress., 

At the appropriate time, Mr. Chairman, I would be happy to move 
that the committee adopt this proposed budget. 

The Chairman. OK, Mr. Devine % 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The task force has undertaken a rather monumental task in trying 
to come up with a workable budget. I would say to the chairman that 
Mr. Preyer has talked to not only the members of the task force but 
also to other members of the committee, to go through this, and we 
have worked very closely with Mr. Sprague, Mr. Lehner, Mr. Tanen- 
baum, Mr. Lewis, and our budget officer, Mr. Howarth, and I think 
it is very realistic. 

I think the job can be done within the limitations of this particular 
budget, and I would commend to the committee the favorable adoption 
of the whole budget, Mr. Chairman. , 

The Chairman. Thank you. 

Mrs. Burke ? 

Mrs. Burke. Mr. Chairman, I would simply like to express the 
same kind of support for the kind of job that has been done in a 
very difficult area. We are all committed to make sure that the job 
is done thoroughly ; and I, for one, believe that we have pursued every 
one of these areas, to determine that we would not put the investi- 
gation at a great disadvantage at this level of funding. 

I would also like to commend you and Judge Preyer for the kind 
of job you did in trying to bring the whole budget item into focus. 

The Chairman. Thank you very much, Mrs. Burke. 

Mr. Anderson ? 

Mr. Anderson. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As one who served on 
the task force with Mr. Preyer. I suppose anything that I say tends 
to be a little self-serving, but let me avoid that by simply, once again, 
acknowledging the fact that under his leadership I think that even 
without available precedence to 'guide us, we have come up with 
something that I can support before the Committee on Eules and 
on the floor of the House. 

This does represent a conscientious effort to try to extrapolate 
figures, when you really don’t have an adequate basis sometimes for 
knowing what the course of the investigation will take or where it 
will take us; but I am satisfied in my own mind that, thanks to Mr. 
Prever and his diligence, the task force has come up with recommen- 
dations that I can recommend to the full committee. 
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The Chairman. Thank yon, Mr. Anderson. I am going to yield at 

this time to the chairman, Mr. Preyer, for a statement, 

Mr Prkyer. I just want to answer one question which 1 tlimic 

he asked so I will try to answer it in advance. 

How does this differ from the Speaker’s recommendation ycster- 
dfl ?!_I £k it was-of $2.5 million? I think if you wi read the 
Sneaker’s statement you will see that he was saying it will be about 
$2.5 million for the rest of the year He did not “elude m Jge- 

a Tt c“ rrrwX^chniciSly, under the budget, don t rye out 
ofbudget pay back the contingency fund for the 3 months that t 3 
have refunded us ? 

Mr Preyer. Yes. 

« it has already been 

spent for the 3 months of this year. 

to do that. This is the basic question. n P fnre the 

Mr Ford I raise that question because when we are before tne 

what if essential to do a professional investigative job on it. 

our g— in 

inquiry into Watergate, or a number of other investigations. 
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Well, the primary difference here is that as a part of this investiga- 
tion, if you are going to look into the process of our normal investiga- 
tive arms of the Government, then we cannot utilize the normal in- 
vestigative staff backup which all other investigations have been able 
to use in the past. 

So it gets you into a very difficult area, an area which quite frankly, 
if you are going to look in, recommended to the House any changes 
by legislation in the way that the FBI or CIA tranmits in- 
formation to other parts of the Government, or the Warren Com- 
mission, or anything, you cannot very well ask the FBI to supply 
the investigators. . 

So what we did here is impress on Mr. Sprague and others to push 
back as far as we could possibly go and still come out with a credible 
investigation and one that would be complete; not perhaps as much 
investigation into some areas beyond our immediate concern as was 
originally visualized, but I don’t think that this represents any serious 
reduction in the overall thrust of the investigation. 

But the real problem came at the point when you said, you know, how 
many investigators does it take, since you can’t use the FBI ? That was 
the fundamental question. 

I would be happy to yield back to Judge Preyer, but I just wanted 
to make that point. 

My original thought was that would not be such a task, being on 
the budget task force ; you simply look at some other investigations 
and how much does it take to run one. 

We have had some investigations around here. So you move in that 
direction, only to find that there aren’t very many parallels back up- 
stream that you can make a comparison to. 

Mr. Preyer. I think Mr. Fithian has put it very well, and I cannot 
add very much to that. I think that is basically our answer to it. 

There is a great deal of travel involved. There are disparate leads 
to follow on. James Earl Ray visited some 19 cities and 4 foreign coun- 
tries, and it is going to take more than a few investigators to get on 
with that. 

We can’t have just one investigator trying to pursue all of that, or 
we would never finish. I think our judgment is that this is the mini- 
mum number that we shouldn’t go below on that, 

Mr. Ford. What about travel, Mr. Preyer ? On the first page we have 
the amount of $400,000, and on the budget summary we have travel, 
domestic travel and, I guess, travel internationally — we have one total 
amount. Maybe I don’t understand the summaries. 

Could you please explain that? From the $400,000 on the first page, 
item No. 2, and the summary on the last page, the next to last page, 
you talk about domestic and international travel. 

Mr. Preyer. Well, the travel, if you will see the breakdown — if we 
are looking at the same sheet' — is $400,000. 

Travel is one of those speculative items — $400,000 is a good round 
figure. You know, you couldn’t work that out in an absolutely detailed 
fashion, because we don’t know how much travel is going to be in- 
volved. That is an estimate, and it is our best estimate. It could turn 
out to be too low, in which case we would have to go back to the House 
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™ think it is a conservative guess, and that anything above that m 
W K i^ at KSSffiiotnd to be a considerable amount of 

^Mrl'FMro. 1 Mr. Chairman, I would be happy to support the bud^t, 

I am pleased with that, Mr. Preyer. I was only bringing that out 
because you talk about additional travel and knowing James Earl 
Kay did travel, I was concerned we have enough money m the budge 
for travel. So I am happy to support the budget. 

Mr. Thone. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Ford. Thank you, Mr. Preyer. 

The Chairman" . Mr. Thone? . . 

Mr Thone. Having ndt been on the budget task force, m that 
regard I am not confused with the facts. I have one or two questions, 
perhaps, of Judge Preyer, and one or two of Chief Counsel Spragu . 

The Chairman. If it pleases the gentleman from Nebraska, I was 
about to recognize Mr. McKinney next. Would you withhold ^ 

Mr. McKinney. I just— Mr. Chairman— would like to add my re 
marks to the fact that Judge Preyer seems to take a difficult or some- 
times impossible situation and ]ust moves slowly and quiet ly ahea d. 
I would suggest to anyone that we would love to have been able to 
figure out what travel would be on this committee and so we guessed, 

m Kemember, I think for the record, once again, that it is very difficult 
for a great many people, including myself, to understand that while 
the committee was being reconstituted we have to go back and pay tor 
3 months which will have gone by at that point. . 

All of that is in there. Also, I would just hke to add the comment 
that we- have a very good idea, I think, of the phasing in of the extra 
employees, so that they will be phased m intelligently and will only 
be phased in at such time as they are needed to proceed with the 

I just, once again, congratulate the chairman of the budget com- 
mittee for his patience and long hours. , , , ,, 

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian, then we will come back to Mr. lhone. 

^Mr. Fithian. No further comments at this time, Mr. Chairman. I 
am glad to yield to my friend from Nebraska. 

The Chairman. Mr. Thone? 

Mr Tiione. Well, certainly I am sure we all agree that we must 
have a thorough and complete and professional investigation. Heavens 
to Betsy, we have had enough official and unofficial investigations ox 
both of these assassinations already. 

One of the criticisms that I pick up is that perhaps we are replow- 
ing old ground in many, many instances. _ • ■ ' , , 

I detected in Mr. Sprague’s response to you, Judge Preyer, that he 
said that with this reduction of 55 personnel— and that is the big item 
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in this budget reduction as I see it here-- that, “At the moment” — 
he felt perhaps that this professional and' thorough job could be done. 
I remember earlier we heard on two or three occasions about “the 
bare bones budget” and I appreciate, Judge Preyer, as you said, that 
it was proposed, and stated as such. 

I also listened carefully to the words of Congressman Fauntroy 
this morning, who perhaps might be a litle pragmatic about the sit- 
uation, when he talks about this now being palatable to the Congress ; 
and that concerns me a little. 

I guess my specific question, then, first, to Mr. Sprague, would be 
this : Can we do this thorough, careful, professional job that we all 
agree has to be done here, or had we, as Judge Preyer said, might 
better call it quits right now under this proposed budget ?'■ 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Thone, I think there is one misconception that 
perhaps exists when you talk about numbers. The number that had 
initially been proposed, 170, would obviously allow us to do the job 
within a certain time frame. 

When we cut back on the numbers 

Mr. Tiione. Would the gentleman yield right there ? 

That was one of my questions here. We are talking about now, a 
budget, as I see it, the annual 1977. Do you now envision that this 
investigation would have to — by the terms of this reduced budget, 
continue in further years ? 

Mr. Sprague. Yes, Mr. Thone, that is the point I am making. 'When 
we cut back on numbers, it does not mean that the investigation can- 
not be as thorough as it would be with a greater number of people; 
but it then will take a longer time, perhaps, to do that which a greater 
amount of manpower could do. But I still think it can be done 
thoroughly. ' 

Mr. Thone. Do you have an estimate of how long it would then 
take to complete this investigation ? 

Mr. Sprague. Well, I would say We surely were within the 2 years 
of this Congress, whether it can be completed within that time now 
or not, we will have to wait and see. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Thone. I will yield to the gentleman from Ohio. 

• Mr. Devine. Just in this overall connection, Mr. Chairman, I think 
perhaps this isn’t the appropriate time to bring this up, but I would 
like to say that this staff has made an extraordinary effort to operate 
just as economically as possible. If there is any reputation I have 
gained in 10 terms t have been in the Congress, it is that I am a fiscal 
conservative, and I believe in saving as much money as possible ; 'but 
this staff, this week, in an effort to.save the Congress, the country, and 
the committee, money, actually put themselves in the position that 
would conceivably jeopardize themselves in this trip to Memphis whei;e 
they, rather than going by commercial airline, sought to go bv pri- 
vate aircraft. It ran into a weather situation, a mechanical failure 
situation, where they were able to limp back and then finally go. I 
don’t think we should get to a point where we. are going to endanger 
the investigation or anything else. I just want to commend the staff 
■for at least making the effort to operate extremely economically ; but 
let’s not go too far. 
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Let’s get the job done without endangering any more lives. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. I think the time of the gentleman has expired, but 
we will proceed. 

Mr. Thone. Just a brief response to the distinguished gentleman 
from Ohio. 

The gentleman from Nebraska isn’t known, at least in his con- 
gressional district, as a wild spender, and I supported the original 
request to this committee, after some soul-searching; but I don’t 
want to be too repetitive here, because I felt so strongly that we were 
compounding the felony here, unless this committee did this thorough, 
professional, and whatever job we talked about so often, and then 
made a complete and honest report to the American people. Credibil- 
ity was, to me, essential here. We did have to be like Caesar’s wife. 
Of course, we have had some problems in that regard, but it would 
look, under your fine chairmanship, Mr. Stokes, that this is pretty 
much behind us. Thank goodness, but that was why I expressed the 
concern that I expressed. 

The Chairman. Thanking the gentleman, Mr. Edgar? 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I apologize for being out of my seat at the time ; I am just review- 
ing the figures. I think that the Budget Committee did an excellent 
job of reviewing each of the line item figures as carefully as possible, 
and I think the amounts that we are requesting this time are very 
important. I would, however, like to raise one concern, and it is just 
a concern, in terms of clarity. I think the record should note that our 
proposed budget that we are requesting for April 1 through the end 
of December of this year is $2,796,650. If we add to that the amount 
of money that has been expended from January to March, some 
$247,300, we get the total amount figure. 

I haven’t had a chance to add that figure up, but it looks to me 
like it is $3,430,050. Is that substantially correct? 

Mr. Preyer. The figure of $2,796 million does include the first 
3 months of this year. 

Mr. Edgar. I think what I am doing is reading the wrong figures. 

Let me see if I can clarify it for myself. 

We are asking for $2,796 million now; is that inclusive of the 
amount of money, the $247,000? 

Mr. Preyer. Yes ; that is. 

Mr. Edgar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. All right, are there any further questions? Does 
any member have any additional questions? 

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman- 

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian ? 

Mr. Fithian. You know the way it usually works around here is 
that you go to the floor or go to the Budget Committee or Appropri- 
ations Committee with a certain proposal — all committees do this — 
and you get there and somebody says, “Well, that is probably a pretty 
good figure. How about us cutting it 15 percent to make it fit into the 
overall picture around the House ?” 

My concern, I guess, is, since we have already pushed this thing 
back to the bare bones, how are you going to handle this just stra- 
tegically, this usual practice of saying, “Let’s cut 10 percent?” 
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Mr. Preyer. Well, we would strongly resist that usual practice here. 

I believe that we will be able to show that we have already done 
-all the cutting to be done in this budget. I believe we will be able to 
hold this amount. 

One of the ways you customarily deal with that practice is by put- 
ting in a very large miscellaneous. We have resisted that temptation. 
We have avoided the Robert Benchley treasurer’s report approach of 
a ladies’ garden club, which had a long list of expenditures in detail; 
so much for marigold seeds, $3; for telephone, $4.11; it totaled 
something like $363.15, and then had an item, “Miscellaneous, 
$ 10 , 000 .” 

There is nothing in here that we think can be cut ; and we intend 
strenuously to resist that. 

I believe that we will be able to hold this amount in the House 
Administration Committee. 

Mr. Fithian. One additional question of Chairman Stokes, just so 
I understand exactly what the strategy is, or the procedure is going to 
be. 

We will be going to the floor with a resolution for reconstitution, 
but that will not include the budget. Am I correct on that ? 

In other words, our basic resolution that goes to the floor will be a 
resolution for reconstitution? 

The Chairman. That is correct. 

Mr. F iTiiTAN. For the rest of this Congress ? 

The Chairman. The resolution does not contain any reference what- 
soever, but in the final report of the committee, which has to be filed 
with the House, we can put into that report our projected. budget, or 
some reference to it. We are not required to set forth any proposed 
budget. 

Mr. Fitiiian. My next question is this: At what point, what proce- 
dures in the House, will Members of the House actually vote on these 
•dollars? 

The Chairman. After we have gone to the House Administration 
Committee, then the House Administration Committee, whatever 
budget they agree to for our committee, they then bring the matter 
to the floor. 

Mr. Fitiiian. And this will be subsequent to the reconstitution reso- 
lution on the floor ? 

The Chairman. Under the rules. 

Mr. Fithian. Or will this go beyond March 31 before the House 
Administration Committee would come in with this proposal ? 

The Chairman. Under the rules of the House, the House Adminis- 
tration Committee cannot entertain any application for budget until a 
•committee has been reconstituted. 

Mr. Fithian. Yes. 

The Chairman. So we are legally in a position where we cannot go 
to the House Administration Committee until after we have been 
reconstituted. 

Mr. Fitiiian. Then the final question: When the House Adminis- 
tration Committee brings this budget for funding for this committee, 
as they bring budgets for funding for other committees, a motion or 
:an amendment, would an amendment be in order to offer this on the 
floor? 




r 


56 

Is that common practice ? 

Mr. Devine. Would the gentleman yield ? 

Mr. Fithian. Yes, I would be glad to, since you are on the House 
Administration Committee. ~ ... , . 

Mr Devixe. Not only on the House Administration Committee, but 
I am' the ranking minority member on the Accounts Subcommittee 
that has to do with the handling of this. John Dent, as you know, is 
chairman. , 

We have, in examining the funding resolutions or funding requests 
for each standing committee, examined them pretty much in detail, 
and we have made substantial cuts in some. On the Commerce Com- 
mittee, on which I serve, they cut about $1 million out of a $1 million 
request, and now they are coming back for rehearing; but many com- 
mittees, standing committees, have been approved in toto without 
any reduction, there is no set standard. They do suggest maybe 10 
percent in some areas where it is measurably higher than the previous 
year. 

Here we have no history. We have nothing to refer to other than 
this, and I think we can be quite persuasive that this has been reduced 
from an original $6.5 million figure to about $2.5 million at this- 
time. I feel reasonably confident that we will not sustain any sub- 
stantial, if any, reductions in the House Administration Committee. 

Mr. Fitiiiax. I know I can't ask you for a commitment for the whole 
committee, but it would be your estimate for the Administration 
Committee that when you go to the floor with this it will go with this 
budget. 

The other question is: Do those things normally come to the floor 
under closed rule, open rule, amendable ? 

Mr. Devine. Normally, under closed rule. 

Mr. Fithian. So it is a question or no vote, so far as the House is 
concerned ? 

Mr. Devine.. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. Fithian. Thank you. . 

The Chairman. All right. If there is nothing further at this time,, 
the Chair will entertain a motion with respect to the budget. 

Mr. F auntroy ? 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, I move that we adopt the proposed 
budget submitted to us by our task force on the budget. 

Mr. Devine, Might I ask for yeas and nays, Mr. Chairman ? 

The Chairman. All right. There has been a request for yeas and nays- 
on the motion, and it is automatically granted. 

The clerk will call the role. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Stokes. 

The Chairman. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Anderson. 

■ Mr. Anderson. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Aye. 
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Ms. Martin. Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mrs. Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Thone. 

Mr. Tiione. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Dodd. 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Ford. 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Fithian. 

‘ Mr. Fitiiian. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Unanimous yea vote. 

I The Chairman. All right. Thank you very much. 

Has the : staff provided each member of the committee with a copy of 
the. proposed new resolution ? 

Mr. Sprague. Yes, we have, Mr. Chairman. 

, The Chairman. At this time we will ask that the clerk read a copy 

of that proposed resolution. 

Ms. Martin [reading :] , , ' 

95th Congress. First Session. To provide for the continuation of the Select 
Committee on Assassinations. 

Jicsolvcd, that the Select Committee on' Assassinations (hereinafter referred 
to in this resolution as the. Select Committee) established by House Resolution 
222, Oath Congress, adopted February 2, 1977, shall continue in operation for the 
duration of the 95th Congress. 

Section 2. The Select Committee shall report to the House as soon as prac- 
ticable during the present Congress the results; of its investigation and study, 
together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. Any such report as 
is made when the House is not in session' shall be filed with the Clerk of the 
House. 

Section 3. The provisions of the House Resolution 222, 95th Congress, adopted 
February 2, 1977, shall apply to the Select Committee during the period of its 
operation under this resolution, except to the extent such provisions are incon- 
' sistent with any provisions of this resolution. 

For the purpose of carrying out House Resolution 222, the Select Committee 
is also, authorized to bring, defend and intervene in lawsuits and make applica- 
tions to courts. . - 

Section 4. The provisions of House Resolution 11, 95th Congress, shall not 
apply to the Select Committee after .March 31, 1977. 

The Chairman. I might say that this is the resolution which we 
had some discussion on at the prior meeting. 

The resolution has been gone over with the House Parliamentarian 
and the one section of the resolution which we had some early dis- 
cussion on is in section 3, the last sentence, which says, 

For the purpose of carrying out House Resolution 222, the Select Committee 
is also authorized to bring and intervene in lawsuits and make applications to 
l courts. . 

Now, this, of course, was not in our original resolution. The reason 
that it has been proposed that we insert this provision is so that in 
the event that we have to bring any action in a court of law to try 
and gain access to any documents or material or data, we will not 
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be in the position of being challenged in the courts as to not having- 
that authority, that is, to bring lawsuits in a court of law 

We researched the matter and this is the authority that the benate 
has provided for its committees by a resolution pertaining to all ot 
their committees. The House does not have this particular provision 
in most of its committees and ran into some difficulty with one ot the 
select committees that attempted to obtain data by way of a lawsuit 
from the executive branch of the Government, and then the House had 
to pass a special resolution giving them this authority. 

It was felt that in light of the fact we have been to Rules or will 
now have been to Rules three times, that perhaps it is better for us to 
have this provision in the resolution at this time, and if Rules sees 
fit to knock it out, we will at least have apprised them of the legal 
problem. I think this is better than to have gone to them, not having 
properly advised them of the possibility of this problem and having 
to return to them on a fourth occasion. 

I would think under the circumstances, even though it raises another 
area of inquiry for the members, that we ought to be able to properly 
and legally answer their questions regarding it. 

I would be glad to try to amplify this explanation for anyone else. 

Mr. Fithian. Mr. Chairman 

The Chairman. Mr. Fithian? 

Mr. Fithian. Let me just make sure I understand clearly what the 
committee is going to do here. 

If we vote this resolution, with this phrasing in it, out of the com- 
mittee, that will then be taken to the Rules Committee where they 
will be apprised of the fact that this is a new wrinkle, so to speak, 
for the House; and if the Rules Committee agrees, of course, then it 
will go to the floor ; will it be going to the floor under such rule ? Will 
vou be asking for such rule that will allow this to be amendable on 
the floor in the event there is any significant body of people who will 
be hung up on this provision who might otherwise support the resolu- 
tion ? 

The Chairman. I would like to yield to Mr. Anderson, a member of 
the Rules Committee, to answer that. 

Mr. Anderson. This resolution is a matter of course that falls within 
the original jurisdiction of the Rules Committee, the Committee on 
Rules, so at the time it considers the resolution it would have the au- 
thority and the right to adopt the committee amendment in striking 
this language from the resolution. 

Your question, however, is directed to the procedure that would be 
followed on the floor. This can be reported out as a privileged resolu- 
tion, in which case it would not be amendable. 

I feel duty-bound to inform this committee that I have taken a 
rather consistent position in the Committee on Rules against that, 
and despite the fact that the two most recent resolutions which we 
have reported out creating select committees, one creating the Select 
Committee on Ethics, and just this week a resolution setting up the 
Committee on Congressional Operations, have been reported out as 
privileged resolutions, which means that they are not amendable on 
the floor. 





I oppose that procedure, but I would 
have taken place in those committees 
lose any effort that I might make to rer 

it would be open to amendment. 

Mr. Fithian. Thank you, Mr. Anderson. 

I he Chairman. Are there any further questions ? 

[No response.] 

The Chairman. If not, then the Chair will entertain a motion with 
reference to this resolution. 

Mr. McKinney. So moved, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. OK, it has been properly moved that the commit- 
tee adopt this resolution for purposes of sending it to the Rules 
Committee. 

All those in favor 

Mr. McKinney. I think we should have a rollcall vote, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The Chairman. All right; a rollcall vote has been requested, and it 
is automatically granted. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Stokes. 

The Chairman. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Anderson. Ave. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. McKinney. 

Mr. McKinney. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mrs. Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Thone. 

Mr. Thone. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Dodd. 

TNo response.] 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Ford. 

Mr. Ford. Aye. 

Ms. Marttn. Mr. Fithian. 

Mr. Fithian. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Aye. 

The Chairman. The clerk will announce the vote. 

Ms. Martin. Unanimous yea vote ; 11 present. 

The Chairman. Thank vou. 

At this time there are further matters relating to the investigation 
into both the Kennedy and the King matters, and I will anticipate 
this matter to be in the form of a briefing by the staff with reference 
to further investigative matters which, in my opinion, should not be 
subjected to public scrutiny at this time. 
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I would therefore' entertain a motion with reference to an executive 
session. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman 

The Chairman. Mr. Fauntroy ? 

Mr. Fatjntroy. I move .that we now go into executive session, to 
receive the staff briefings on the progress of the investigations. 

The Chairman. It is properly moved that the committee go into 
executive session for the purpose announced. The clerk will call the 
roll. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Stokes. 

- The Chairman. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Preyer. 

Mr. Prexer. Ave. • 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Anderson. Aye. ' . ■ 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. McKinney. 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martin. Mrs. Burke. 

Mrs. Burke. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Thone. 

Mr. Thone. No. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Dodd. 

[No response.] 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Ford. 

Mr. Ford. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Fithian. 

Mr. Fithian. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Aye. 

Ms. Martin. Nine yeas ; one nay. 

The Chairman. Thank you. 

At this time we will ask the media and the public to please leave 
the room. 

[Whereupon, at 11:13 a.m., the hearing room was cleared and the 
committee proceed into an executive session closed to the public.] 
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